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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

fosterbj@comcast.net
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Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ

As a Christ centered congregation we strive:


To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  


To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
[image: image1.wmf]
	
March 2007
Altar Guild - Ann McGirr

Head Usher  - John Jones
Wednesday Evening Lenten Services 

at St. John’s, 6 pm soup/sandwich, 

7 pm Service 
March 14 & March 18 

Acolyte: Devan Stortz



	Date
	Acolyte
	Altar Flowers
	Nursery Att.

	3/4
	Jacquelynne Letcher
	Shirley & Charles Breiner
	Tina Kohr

	3/11
	Christopher Nye
	Dorothy & Harry Moore
	Heather Gosch

	3/18
	Keith Wagner
	Donald & Lorraine Jones
	Linda Rice

	3/25
	Christopher Nye
	Wayne & Lynda Hamilton
	Suzanne Murphy


Member News:
St. John’s members, feel free to share joys, concerns or condolences in this section monthly. Newsletter deadline for the April mailing will be March 15.  Please call the church office or email any articles.  See front page for email contacts.

[image: image2.wmf]Our sympathy to the family of Evelyn Wildermuth, member of St. John's and longtime Sunday School teacher, who also passed away in February. She is survived by a son Ronald, 3 granddaughters and 5 great-grandchildren. 

Leroy A. Miller, 84, member of the church, passed away February 14th  at Luther Ridge, Pottsville. Surviving are a son, William, husband of Elaine Miller, Schuylkill Haven; a daughter, Lou Ann Ware, West Chester; grandsons, Steve and Andy Miller and Chris and Pat Ware; a sister, Dorothy Bower, Hershey.
"For the past three years while my father was a resident at Luther Ridge Assisted Living, he truly looked forward to the visits from "The Church Ladies,” as he affectionately called them. This wonderful group of volunteers from our Church provide a wonderful service to shut-ins year after year, and I'm afraid that they do not get the recognition which they deserve. On behalf of our family, sincere appreciation is expressed to Dollie Moore, Bobbie Kimmel, Paulette Peters, Kim Bonner, Peg Berger, and Joan Koehler for the kindness which they extended to my father."
Bill Miller, on behalf of the Leroy Miller family.

[image: image3.wmf]Congratulations to Christopher Harner who graduated in January 2007 from Central Pennsylvania College with a BS in Information Technology, minors in Cyber Technology and Networking. He has accepted a position with Arnold Trucking, Harrisburg.
[image: image4.wmf]"After the Storm . . . ." Hearty thanks go out to those volunteers who worked tirelessly Friday and Saturday after the storm, clearing the walkways, and handicap ramp at St. John's. They are: Harlan Rump, Rick Siegfried, Frank Betancourt, Ed Moyer, Jeb Hart and Jim Moyer.As the ice was some 6" thick, it was decided to hire a professional to clear the front sidewalk, and four of the vols 'chipped in' to take care of this. 

Tony and Steven Rice and John Foster were busy clearing snow at the parsonage during this time also. 

Thanks, guys - it was a good team! 

-Property ADVANCE \d 5Pastor Barb and Parish Life Ministry, 

I received a care package at school from St. John's, and thank you for the treats and wooden cross necklace. The second I found the necklace, I put it around my neck. Thank you again, and I will see you later! 

Sincerely, Zachary Ellwood
[image: image5.wmf]

John the Baptizer saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 


“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 


 John 1: 29

During the Sundays of Lent our worship will be focused on Christ as the Lamb of God.  It’s not a title that fits comfortably into our modern, western culture. We can more easily relate to Jesus the good shepherd.   Even the least religious of folk find comfort in that portrayal of a  shepherd  protecting the flock, gathering the sheep, seeking the lost lamb.  But Jesus himself  as a lamb?   Lambs are the symbol of innocence and vulnerability.  Remember the movie, “Silence of the Lambs?”  Violence pursued the innocent victim.  Lambs often are victims, and we do not want to be victimized. So why follow a lamb? 


John the Baptist invites us to behold, look upon, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  These Lenten Sundays we will see how the sacrifice and silence of the lamb is carried throughout the Bible from the first book to the last. Here are the scripture lessons that will provide the basis for my sermons during Lent.  


March 4
     Genesis 22: 1-19    God provides the sacrifice in place of the child Isaac 


March 11    Exodus 12: 1-28   The Hebrews share the Passover lamb 


March 18     Isaiah 53: 4-12      The prophet describes the suffering servant and silent lamb
March 25   Revelation 5     Angels worship the lamb on the heavenly throne


April 1       Palm Sunday Cantata    Behold!  God’s Holy Lamb   written by Mark Hayes


  God provides the lamb for sacrifice, covering,  protection, and  salvation.  Our discomfort with the idea of sacrifice; our unfamiliarity with sheep and lambs in the land of beef and chicken; and the vulnerability of a lamb, all cause us to shy away from beholding Christ as the lamb of God and following him in humility.  But as we prepare for the betrayal and death of Jesus Christ, he takes on the beauty and the burden of a lamb.   We are faced with this image. “Behold the Lamb of God.” 


  Behold I tell you a great mystery!  The symbolism of scripture is deep and rich with thousands of years of story.  There is mystery and awe. Religious symbols are not meant to be completely reasonable and easily understood.  Sometimes it is simply enough to gaze upon Christ the Lamb in awe, the way  we gaze upon a sunset or the ocean  or the Grand Canyon.  We can’t know these natural things completely.  We certainly can’t know the super-natural -- the Lamb of God -- completely, but we can gaze upon him, learn his story  and follow him.  When John’s disciples saw the Lamb of God,  they left John and followed Jesus.  Such is the power of that image, that metaphor of Christ the Lamb.


Come and join us as we come to know the gentle Lamb this Lenten season.  May it be a time of blessing for you.



In Christian love, 




Rev.  Barbara Kershner

COMMUNITY NEWS:
 We have received a notice that St. John's UCC in Birdsboro will host a seminar on 'Making our Churches Safe For All Ages' on March 17. 

This will include responsibilities for clergy and lay leaders who work with children, how congregations can develop and implement safety in their programs, how to recognize child abuse/neglect and properly report it to authorities, etc. 

If you are interested in attending, please see the details on the bulletin board in the large Sunday school room. There is no fee, but registration is suggested. 

St. Paul's Lutheran church, Orwigsburg, will host its Concert Series on April 1 at 4 PM. Elizabeth Von Trapp, granddaughter of the legendary Maria and Baron Von Trapp, whose story inspired "The Sound of Music" will be the feature guest. 

RSVP - A local volunteer organization is looking for volunteers to make a difference in an older adult’s life. There is funding via local, state and federal benefits to help elders stay in their own homes and increase their standards of living. If you are 55+ and interested in becoming a volunteer to help members of your faith and/or community to receive benefits to which they are eligible, please contact RSVP Benefits Check Up Coordinator, Lucretia Back at 570-622-3103. 



ENERGY SAVING TIPS:

Global Warming affects all of us, so we will begin to have some easy tips to suggest for every household receiving this monthly newsletter, and perhaps if we are willing to try some of the suggestions, we WILL eventually see a difference. 

[image: image6.wmf]If every household changed its five most frequently used bulbs to Energy Star-approved bulbs, we could prevent more than One Trillion pounds of greenhouse gases this year alone. 
Lighting accounts for 20% of your electricity bill. Energy Star-approved Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFL's) use two-thirds less energy and last 10 times longer than regular bulbs. They cost $4-15 per bulb, depending on the size and power. The greater efficiency of CFL's means you'll pocket about $30.00 on average, per bulb. 

CFL's come in lumens, not watts. Go to energystar.gov to learn how many lumens you'll need. 
Family Circle Magazine, February 2007 (A good parentally assigned science project for your young children who are already using the computer - involve them with this, as it is definitely THEIR future!!)

We could ALL also begin to be more energy efficient in our homes, places of employment and church!! Let's just simply turn OFF LIGHTS that are not in use.




Please join us on 

Palm Sunday, 

April 1 at 10 AM 
The choir will present 

an Easter Cantata entitled 

'Behold! God's Holy Lamb.' 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRY 
 Choir rehearsals will be held during the Lenten season AFTER church services on Wednesday evenings. Please come and join us if you care to sing in the choir for just the cantata presentation, or if you would like to be a choir member year-round. We are always happy to see new faces and hear new voices giving glory to God through song. 

Health Ministry
Our next 

American Red Cross 

BloodBank 

will be on 

Monday, April 30 

from 1 to 6.  
Please save the date.
PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
We are happy to say that Anne Barton will be joining this active group and we welcome any other members who would like to help plan our activities throughout the year. Parish Life continues to strive for creative ways to interest each member in becoming a 'behind the scenes' member of our church. We meet each THIRD Monday of the month at 7 PM, unless weather or personal scheduling make it impossible. Come join us!! 

We appreciate the faithful donations of goodies each week for our 'after church coffee time' and are always anxious to see new sponsors. The coffee, tea, condiments, paper products are always provided and are there for anyone to use. We ask that sponsors please bring a snack to share and a gallon or two (depending on weather) of a cool drink. The snacks do NOT have to be homemade. Fruit, cookies, pretzels. Easy to prepare things. A sign up board is always on the table, so 'jump on board' by taking a date that you will be available to greet fellow members and visitors with a smile and a snack as they gather to visit after each Sunday worship service. Advance thanks to new faces and always thanks to regular helpers with this wonderful part of our St. John's family. 
We will be fund raising by selling homemade Easter candy. But of course, FIRST, we need to make it!! We need helpers in the church kitchen on Monday, March 26 and Wednesday, March 28 from 9 AM - ? (at least noon, if not perhaps 2 PM). Lunch will be provided. Please sign up at coffee hour after church or phone either Toni Groff at 366-0386 or Susan McCartney at 943-2103. 

The CANDY ORDER FORM is in this newsletter and will also be in our church bulletins during March. DEADLINE is March 18, so please plan ahead so that we can have ample candy making supplies on hand. The funds we generate from this candy sale help in our mission work at St. John's, help sponsor confirmands, give flowers through our visitation committee, recognize new infants born, and many other wonderful projects at St. John's. Thank you for your annual support. 

Do you happen to need a unique Easter gift for someone? We still have a small supply of wooden blocks with St. John's church on them, in color, $20.00 and small pewter plates of St. John's for $25.00. They are displayed on the coffee table in the large Sunday school room. Both are collector's items. 
Please note that 11 monthly calendars have been hung in the church office meeting room. (beginning in February 2007). Each ministry is kindly asked to list special events that are upcoming and also check with Eva Cresswell, our church secretary. All facilities and dates are subject to availability AFTER notifying the church secretary. 

Attention  Campers !!!   Registration forms and brochures for our conference camping program at Mensch Mill are available on the Bulletin Board  in the large Sunday School Room.  Be sure to take a look at the exciting programs including  Mytstery Week,  Sports Week, Horse Back Camps and Grandparent/Granchild Camp.  There's more !  Check it out and have a great camping experience.  Scholarships are available.  

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Our February food pantry was postponed from February 17 to the 24th due to snow/ice conditions. Weather permitting, we will be on schedule for the regular third Saturday of each month for food distribution. Our church collection for St. John's members is 'any time' by dropping off donations to the church office, but especially the first Sunday of each month, as we share our blessings by bringing canned goods for the pantry shelves. 

The Pantry has joined VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Assisting in Disasters). As it's name implies, the pantry will be on call for helping in a local disaster. VOAD is a national organization and comes 'into action' after the government's FEMA response. Schuylkill County is now implementing this due to all the confusion that existed during the county floods last summer. If you have questions or are interested in this newly formed group, please contact Edna Hart at St. John's. Members of St. John's have begun to join other community response teams for emergencies. More on each at a later date. 

G

OD IS STILL SPEAKING,  through Spiritual Guidance...(taken from the God is Still Speaking website of the United Church of Christ)  ADVANCE \d 5
It’s not about commandments. It’s about relationships – even with God. The most important relationship is our relationship with God. Second most important is our relationships with the rest of the human family. In balance, these relationships produce justice amid injustice, kindness in the face of meanness, and the humility of self acceptance that comes as we sense the presence of a God who knows our inmost thoughts and loves us uncontrollably – just as we are. Spiritual journeys can be like the exercise equipment we buy and leave under the bed. Without coaches and workout partners, most of us don’t stick with it. We’re the “Journeys Wanted” people . . . bring yours.


Doug Gosch

3/7-Dolly Sith

3/8-Toni Groff


Christopher Harner

3/9 - Gladys Spangler

3/10-Ruth Emmert


Harry Moore

3/11-Jamie Schneck

3/12-George Wagner

3/13-Ellen Bowen

3/14-Gail Mickalonis 

3/15-Marlene Schneck


James Steele

3/16-Fred Deibert


Tom Wheeler


3/17- Linda Greenwell

3/18- Seth Huey


  Cale Steele

3/19-Harry Bohrman


  Judy Opalenick

3/20- Elvena Riegel

3/22 - David Zvorsky

3/23-Becky Bachert

3/24 - Rita Schoener

3/26 -Robby Kimmel, Jr.

3/27-Barry Berger

3/28 -Jackson Wiley

3/29-Ryan Rump
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