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The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ

As a Christ centered congregation we strive:


To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  


To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
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May 2007
Altar Guild - Marion Wagner

Head Usher  - Judy Miller
COMMUNION MAY 20
Preparers: Paulette Peters and Don Rubinkam

Element Bearers: Anne Barton and Judy Miller

Servers: Linda Greenwell, John Jones and Paulette Peters


	Date
	Acolyte
	Altar Flowers
	Nursery Attendant

	5/6
	Alex Gosch
	Tina Kohr
	Heather Gosch

	5/13
	Kayla Moore
	William Smith
	Wendy Werner

	 5/20
	Jeffrey Stumpf
	David & Chris Moore
	Ellen Kirby

	5/27
	Keith Wagner
	Kathryn Heinbaugh
	Tina Kohr


Member & Community News:
St. John’s members, feel free to share joys, concerns or condolences in this section monthly. Newsletter deadline for the June edition will be May 15.  Please call the church office or email any articles.  See front page for email contacts.
Thank you from or to our members is a great way to show how interested we are in receiving good news. With a world filled with negative, we especially like this way of accenting the positive!!!
We extend sincere sympathy to the family of Edith Kohr as they grieve their loss. Larry and Emma Kohr and their entire family are in our prayers. 
We sincerely thank Chris and Darline Darosh for their recent addition to the Fellowship Center. They designed a sign to hang in the upstairs hall that identifies the hall as belonging to St. John's. Even though the outside sign says that, many new faces enter the hall during the year and may not realize that it is connected and a vital part of our community outreach program. Rev. Geneva Butz suggested that we proudly 'advertise' this fact when she visited St. John's and gave us many helpful hints during a workshop last year. So when you see Chris or Darline, please thank them for their dedication and willingness to help. 

***************************************We have recently received a very generous donation from Orwigsburg resident, Margie Keyworth, for our mission work in Thailand. Our missionary, Meria Jokinen, was contacted in Chiang Mai, Thailand and she responded that the bookshelves are bare in one of the two youth hostels that she directs for needy hilltribe children. She was delighted to hear of the generosity of Margie and emailed her joy to us!! Meria will purchase books and music for the children. Our mission work in Thailand is ongoing and each year, we send private donations and funds that are annually earmarked in St. John's budget, to Meria. Please see Susan McCartney if you have any questions about this worthwhile cause because she and her husband Jim lived there from 1999-2001 and can guarantee that our funds go directly to the needs of the children. Nice to know in this day and age of 'scams'. 
Great News!!!!! 

We have been invited to join a new Walking/Jogging Class sponsored by Salem United Methodist Church. It will begin on May 5 at 9:30 am at Albright Woods, located on Grove Street past the Orwigsburg Memorial Building. We have done a number of health ministry projects with Salem so they have invited St. John's to join them in this exciting and fun way to exercise. Bonnie Boyer will be our leader. Please call Kay (366.1333) with any questions. 
A Stitch in Time 
We are inviting all ages to learn to knit and crochet this spring. The Shawl Ministry will be scheduling knitting and crocheting lessons for anyone interested. We would love to have some young people involved in learning these wonderful crafts. 

Please call Kay at 366.1333 if you have any interest or want to come to a trial class. Classes will be scheduled according to everyone's availability so please call soon. 

Thank you.
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Let it shine !  Jesus told his disciples: Don’t hide your light under a bushel basket.  Lift it high so all may see.  Let it shine.  This is the call to all congregations of the United Church of Christ as we celebrate our 50th anniversary this year.  As denominations go, we are young, 50 years young.  Like any young creature we are bold, restless, frisky.  We don’t always listen to voices of experience.  We make mistakes. We shock.  We rebel.  We speak the truth as we see, hear and experience it.  We delight in simply being alive.  We let it shine!    
In this 50th anniversary year we are celebrating our unique heritage.   Most other denominations were formed by churches breaking away from one another over disagreements about leadership or moral issues like slavery, theology or style of worship.     The United Church of Christ was formed by focusing on what unites us, emphasizing what we had in common.  We are united by our faith in Jesus Christ and our faithfulness to Christ as head of the church.  We are united by freedom we have in Christ to follow the leading of the Spirit as we serve Christ in this world.  We are united by our mission  to bring the light of justice and mercy on earth as it is in heaven.  We are one, united in Christ. We are the United Church of Christ.  


 Fifty years ago, focusing on unity in and through Christ, the Congregational/Christian churches joined with the Evangelical and Reformed Church to form the United Church of Christ.  For those Congregational/Christian congregations, the union was agreed to by the vote of each congregation.   For those of the Evangelical and Reformed tradition – St. John’s included  – the union was more like an “ arranged marriage” that came about through the decisions of hierarchy and did not rely on the vote of individual churches.  Sometimes this works to challenge our understanding about leadership and responsibility, even about the use of language since our E & R term ‘synod’ has taken on a new definition.  Yet we are one in Christ.  We are growing and maturing in faith and in numbers.  We are learning and changing.    We are letting our light shine.  We are letting the light of Christ shine through us.  We are the United Church of Christ.


Do you surf the web?  Visit www.ucc.org to learn more about our unique history.


Part of our anniversary celebration this year will take place at the 26th General Synod in Hartford, Connecticut, June 22 - 26.  There will be exciting guest speakers,  inspiring worship,

diversity of gifts.  There will be discussion and voting on resolutions ranging from immigration to marriage to the support of small, rural churches.  There will be community service. There will be laughter.  There will be prayer.  There will be energy as we let our light shine.


Do you want to know more?  Visit www.ucc.org/synod/
  


You are part of the United Church of Christ.  You have a part to play.  Do your part.

Be informed.  Pray.  Serve.  Celebrate.





Peace in Christ, Rev. Barbara Kershner


St. John's Nursery School announces that there are several openings available for the Fall 2007 classes. Please see either Beth Krammes, director, or Bonni Fetterolf, teacher as both women are St. John's members. Or phone the Nursery School at 366-2221. Please phone immediately, as space is limited. 
     As a few of you may recall, last month (April 2007) we asked St. John's newsletter readers to 'call 943-2103 the day you read this newsletter.' Or we gave an email address. We are happy to report that Ruby Berger was the first to call, followed by just 11 more people... over a 2 week period...for a grand total of 12.(No one emailed). One member reported that each month, she goes right to her calendar to mark the events that she will be able to participate in or attend. That makes us feel great. 


We send out 225 copies and realize that people who are out of the area would not be inclined to phone in, but we are 'hopeful' that more than a dozen people read the newsletter each month. It takes a team of dedicated volunteers and Eva, our church secretary to publish our newsletters. Thank you to each of you who took the time to respond. We appreciate!!!!!
ATTENTION CAMPERS!!! 
[image: image3.wmf]Registration forms and brochures for our conference camping program at Mensch Mill are available on the bulletin board in the large Sunday school room. Some of this year's experiences include: Mystery Week, Sports Week, Horse Back camp and Grandparent/Grandchild camp. Scholarships are available. 
C

amp Dragonfly 2007 

Camp DragonFly is a free-of-charge weekend bereavement camp for children who have experienced the death of a family member. Since grieving children have unique needs, Camp Dragonfly is designed to allow them to express their feelings in a safe, fun-filled environment where they can learn coping skills, build self-confidence and share with other youngsters who have had a similar loss. For more information, call Cathie Davidavage at Pinnacle Health at 628.2290.

NEWSLETTER CORRECTIONS

$ 
Page 4 of the April newsletter: Under Leadership Award, the article should have stated that Don Jones was chair of the 150th Anniversary Committee (not 175th as printed).

$ 
Also, Judy Miller was incorrectly listed as Judy Greenwell as a communion preparer. 

We apologize for the errors. 

Lancaster Study Group 

For the last several years our congregation has been taking part in the Lancaster Seminary study series twice a year. These studies are a wonderful way to really learn about, discuss and appreciate parts of our Bible. Our spring study of the Book of Job involved 12 learners who found the study stimulating and helpful. You are invited to join us in our fall study starting in September. Please read the newsletter for information to come. 
[image: image4.wmf]In June St. John's proudly will recognize all  our high school and college graduates for 2007 from our ‘church family’. Please phone Betty Dunkel 366-4681 with the student information or contact the church office at 366-2255 or sjucc@verizon.net. 
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Nancy Nye


Dana & Charles Lescoe
Saint John’s rejoiced in the reception of new members on Sunday April 22 during the 10:00 am service.  A covered dish ‘welcome’ luncheon was held in the Center after the service. Welcome to Saint John’s Nancy, Dana & Charles!
05/04 - Harlan Rump
05/08 - Heather Gosch
05/10 - Benjamin Ellwood
            Ray Heiser
05/11- J. Robert Achtermann
05/13 - Dennis Moore
05/14 - Lauren Berger
            Marlene Fisher
05/17 - Sue Hartman
05/18 - Tim Deitzler
            Annee Mattu
            Hannah Wheeler
05/19 - Robin Harley05/20 - Ryan Foster
05/22 - Phaon Herb
05/23 - Thomas Kramer
05/24 - Lauren Pryor
05/25 - Craig Darosh
05/26 - M. Ann McGirr
05/28 - James Fridirici
            Jennifer Ryan
            Barbara Skelding
05/30 - David Zvorsky III
            Dillon Zvorsky
05/31 - Dave Kimmel
             Teagan Ryan
[image: image7.wmf]ANNIVERSARIES
05/10 - Ed & Peggy Guistwite
05/11 - Susan & Jim McCartney
          - Leslie & Donald Traube05/13 - Jennifer & David Zvorsky
05/21 - Taryn & Drew Fisher
05/23 - Barbara & Bob Achtermann



OUTREACH MINISTRY 
We were very pleased to have assisted St. John's Girl Scout, Jacquelynne Letcher, daughter of Terri Letcher and granddaughter of Darline Darosh in her recent project to earn her Girl Scout Bronze Award. Jacquelynne helped us for several months by sorting and shelving the donated food items for the Orwigsburg Food Pantry which is housed in the office of St. John's. 
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PLEASE check expiration dates before donating!!!
Each month, our pantry needs staple items such as cereal, peanut butter, tuna, canned fruits and vegetables, spaghetti sauce and pasta and paper products. We will continue to collect these items on the first Sunday of each month or you can bring donations to the church office during regular office hours (listed on the front of each newsletter). 

We are encouraging each female, regardless of age, to wear a hat on Mother's Day. By doing so, we pay honor to all mothers who have helped shape our congregation over the past 176 years. You may wear a 'traditional' church hat, or one that is non-traditional that makes you feel happy or special in just your own way!! Let's see how creative we are on May 13. 
The Harry and Dottie Moore family will be providing our snacks after church on Mother's Day, so please plan to stay and celebrate the occasion with all the Moores!! 

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
This ministry is the one that involves each member of the church or 'parish.' We encourage everyone to come and enjoy the activities that we plan during the year and when we sponsor events or fund raisers, the fact that so many do participate, makes it difficult to thank everyone involved. 

So our recent candy sale over the Easter season is a prime example of the thanks needed for so many helpers and supporters of this ministry. We have now successfully raised approximately $1100.00 toward the general church budget with the candy sale, and when we sat down at a recent Parish Life meeting to calculate the hours that were spent in this 'candy making fun'....the profit divided by the hours (approximately) that were put into that week, show that the volunteers are 'worth' about $8.75 per hour!!! Now we all know that any volunteers in church are worth their weight in gold, but we had fun with the figures and thought we'd pass that along for a smile. 
We truly do appreciate every single person who contributes in any way during the year and invite each of you to just step forward when you see a 'plea' for help needed for any reason in the church. Don't wait to be asked. Just offer and you'll be glad you did. A recent quote from Professor Charles (Chuck) Melchert at Lancaster Theological Seminary says it all "That's why we need 'community' within our congregations, so that we are not stuck in isolation!" 
UNOFFICIAL STEWARDSHIP  REPORT CONTAINING INSIDER INFORMATION CUNNINGLY DISGUISED AS PARISH LIFE REPORT

The problem is that I’ve been moved from Stewardship Commission to Parish Life Commission, and I can’t bear to let go.  It’s a good job that John Jones, Consistory President, moved me because I’ve been a bit of a problem to the stewardship team  for quite a while.  Actually, I belong on Parish Life because I can cook a lot better that I can manage money.  But, now that I’m on Parish Life I can’t call the shots the way I used to.  Now I’m obliged to walk the walk as well as talk the talk.  On Parish Life we get money the old-fashioned way.  We earn it.

Parish Life has always raised lots of money in our church by working hard in the kitchen making food to sell.  I have helped with that too, but now that I’m coordinating all that activity I’m not as liberal with the money as I was when I bossed everyone around on Stewardship.  To compound the problem, nobody on Parish Life knows the secret that I carry or my ulterior motives.  I don’t have to worry about revealing stewardship secrets in this report, because the guys on Stewardship don’t read the newsletter and always trusted me.  That is until I attended the Penn South East Conference last Fall, and went nuts.

It happened that several women and children attended -- the confirmands and their mothers, Barb Skelding and Toni Groff with a display from our 175th Anniversary, Pastor Barbara, Kay Jones, Wendi Wheeler, Emma Bartholomew and me.  We were feeling proud and feisty.  We had the largest contingent of anniversary celebrants there.  We got to stand up front and be counted.  I had absolutely nothing to do with all that.  I was just there to present Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) pledge of $7,000 to PSEC so that they could prepare their budget.

I wasn’t happy with the $7,000 pledge especially when I knew that we were well on our way to exceeding that pledge by $4,000 for the year 2006.  It doesn’t matter that John Jones had patiently explained to me maybe ten times that we must be circumspect in our pledge.  We must be prepared to fulfill that pledge, but if more money comes in for OCWM then we will send in all that comes in.  He says that this relies on the individual will of the people of the congregation.  I, on the other hand wanted to send in 10% of our budget as our pledge whether that amount of money came in designated to OCWM or not.  John says that is not sustainable.  I say that I’m sick of us squandering our resources on dumb stuff like oil, insurance, maintenance and property instead of giving to missions.  Anyway, I was outvoted, and so I came to that meeting with a $7,000 pledge in hand.

Luckily for me that day, the Reverend Angel Torres preached.  He described how he had tried to find land to build a church for his growing community.  The owners of the perfect piece of land kept refusing to sell.  Finally, one of his parishioners suggested that he claim the land for Christ.  Not willing to appear stupid in front of his church leaders, he didn’t ask the man how to do that.  After the meeting, he parked his car by the desired piece of land.  He lifted the car hood thinking that he could rationalize aberrant behavior by claiming car trouble.  He went into the field and went down on his knees.  “I claim this land for Christ!”  With that, he booked it to the car, slammed down the hood, and hustled off  home.


(Continued on page 8)



The next morning, the realtor who had been working with him for over a year, called and said the landowners were willing to sell.  I who had been sitting spellbound by this charismatic preacher felt the spirit move me.  Truly I did.  I put a 1 in front of the 7 and a comma after the 7 effectively changing the $7,000 to $17,000.   Wendi Wheeler and Emma Bartholomew were sitting beside me.  I looked at Wendi with a ‘dare I?’ expression in my eyes and Wendi gave me an encouraging response, while Emma smiled enigmatically.   “I claim this for Christ!” I said to myself, and I went forward to present St. John’s pledge.

Pastor Barbara got a tiny bit more high-pitched than usual when I told her what I’d done.  “That’s my name signed on that pledge,” she said.  “I know,” I said.  “I’ll make it right.”  It was a wee bit more difficult explaining about claiming $10,000 for Christ and the spirit moving me and Reverend Torres on his knees in the Florida field to John and the Stewardship Commission.  Mike Malone, Bob Peters and Tom Wheeler smiled.  John who is not a reckless sort of person, looked at me kindly and said,  “It isn’t sustainable.”  I asked him if he still loved me.  He said he did but that PSEC would be counting on that money as part of their budget.  I said, “I’ll make it right.”

This is the part where I have to enlist the help of all the members of the congregation and the readers of the newsletter.  Last year we gave OCWM, $11,000.  The adjusted pledge for 2007 is $6,000 more than that.   Can we match last year’s $11,000 plus an additional $6,000.   I figure we have until September 25th of this year when the PSEC is having a Stewardship Dinner meeting at our church.  Or, I can go to the Spring Meeting of PSEC and say I did something totally reckless on my own authority with the mistaken idea that I was claiming people’s money for Christ’s missions.  When John says it is not a sustainable figure he is being a sane, reasonable, responsible steward.  I am a nutcake and a wild woman as many of you know, but I keep praying that I’ll find the way to make this right.  Let me know what you think.

The Lenten Offering, designated for OCWM, was $1100.  So far this year people have contributed $2,128 to OCWM making a total of $3,228 for the first quarter.  Incidentally, our 2007 budget is 175,000 or close.  10% of that would be $17,500.  Last year was the 175th anniversary year.  Just thought I’d point it out.

Anne I. Barton

Parish Life



Saint John’s Youth News

Confirmation 


SUNDAY


May 20th 
 Four youths have been working hard to complete their studies with Pastor Barbara.  Samantha Deibert, Alex Gosch, Meghan Greenawalt and Keith Wagner will be confirmed into their faith during the 10:00 am service on Sunday May 20th . We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Scout Award


Bronze Award 
Jaquelynne Letcher, member of Cressona Junior Girl Scout Troop 1227, received the Bronze Award on Sunday, March 18th. This award is the highest honor for a Junior Girl Scout. Girls in the troop achieved this award by helping the elderly and needy in the surrounding communities. They worked with Alzheimer patients at Providence Place, helped at a local soup kitchen and stocked area food pantries. They also made winter scarves to donate to the needy. Thank you to St. John's members, Edna and Jeb Hart and Susan McCartney for helping Jacquelynne earn this award, as she helped in the Orwigsburg Food Pantry housed at St. John's church. 

Easter Pageant
We hope that you enjoyed the Easter Pageant, Peter Cotton's Tale, presented on Sunday April 15 by the youth of our church. The story told with a modern theme, is the ageless story of Easter and the hope that our belief in Jesus brings to us as Christians. Grace, forgiveness and mercy are the gifts we each receive, and our young people brought this message to us with great enthusiasm. Many thanks to each of them, who numbered more than 20 and for the guidance of Jamie Barton, Vicki Jones, Ellen Kirby, teachers, and Trena Murphy, choir director. 

Prior to the pageant, the children learned the message of Easter with the four rooms of visual teaching set-ups that the teachers placed in the downstairs Sunday school rooms. Hopefully many members were able to see this remarkable story come alive as they viewed the temple setting where Jesus overturned the money tables, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Last Supper and the tomb where Jesus' body was placed. 





OCYI
The Orwigsburg Youth progressive dinner will be held at a later date. Please watch the bulletin for details of all youth events that are held and also for planning meetings for interested parents. All participation is encouraged for this Orwigsburg area youth program. Please see Wendy Wheeler of St. John's for any details or questions. 

God is Still Speaking, 

Mission Moment from the United Church of Christ 

Remembering Her 

In the New Testament we find the story of a woman who comes to Jesus and pours expensive ointment on him. Jesus praises her saying, "she has performed a good service...what she has done will be told in remembrance of her." On Mother's Day, we honor and remember those who have mothered us in life and in the faith. 
Women have always been central to the life of the church. Many followed Jesus during his ministry. Many were active leaders in the early church. Women have served through independent female communities and organizations. In recent years, more and more women have been authorized as commissioned, licensed, and ordained leaders. 

The ‘Remembering Her’ page, on the UCC website from last year, features UCC historian Barbara Brown Zikmund. As a teenager, Barbara Brown Zikmund "had never met a woman minister." Barbara has now served 25 years as a professor and administrator in theological seminaries. 

In 1971 the UCC General Synod passed a "Pronouncement on the Status of Women in Church and Society." Assessing how the church should support women led to the development of improved personnel and affirmative-action policies, new sensitivity to the role of volunteers, and better support for women clergy. Our Church's Wider Mission continues to support UCC women's ministries.


SCIENCE FAIR
This month, on May 3 at the Middle School Gymnasium, the students in 6th, 7th and 8th grades of Blue Mountain will present their annual Science Fair. The public is invited from 6 - 7 PM and the awards will be presented at 7 PM. Please show your support by attending this special educational event. 
Hot Chicken Salad
from Nancy Nye 

2 or 3 cups cut up cooked chicken or turkey 

$ 
2 cups chopped celery 

$ 
1/3 cup chopped green pepper 

$ 
3 Tbs. pimento, cut up 

$ 
2 Tbs. lemon juice 

$ 
2 Tbs. minced onion 

$ 
1 tsp. salt 

$ 
½ cup salad dressing or mayo 

$ 
1/3 cup shredded sharp cheese

$ 
3 cups crunchy broken potato chips 

Mix all ingredients except potato chips. Put chips on top. Bake at 350 degrees F. until hot and bubbly.  ADVANCE \d 5
Indoor S'mores
from Beverly Onuskanich
8 cups Golden Grahams cereal 

$ 
5 cups miniature marshmallows 

$ 
1 ½ cups milk chocolate chips 

$ 
1/4 cup light corn syrup 

$ 
5 tbs. butter or margarine 

$ 
1 tsp. vanilla 

$ 
1 cup miniature marshmallows (optional) 

Measure cereal in a large bowl. Butter a 13 x 9" pan. In large microwavable bowl, microwave 5 cups marshmallows, the chocolate chips, corn syrup and butter uncovered on High for 2 -3 minutes. Stir after each minute until melted and smooth when stirred. Stir in vanilla. Pour over cereal; quickly toss until completely coated. Stir in 1 cup marshmallows. Press mixture evenly into pan, using buttered back of spoon. Let stand uncovered at least 1 hour or refrigerate if your prefer a firmer bar. For squares, cut into 6 rows by 4 rows. Store loosely covered at room temperature up to 2 days. 
ENERGY TIPS: 

Knowing that Earth Day was April 22, most of us feel that every day is Earth Day, as we continue to work together to conserve natural resources and make our world a better place in every way that we possibly can. Our tip this month comes from the PPL insert that was included in a recent bill each one of us received. Worthwhile to reprint it, in case you missed it in your monthly statement. 

Did you know that microwaves use less than half the electricity of conventional ovens and offer reduced cooking times? For example, an item that requires one hour in the oven at a setting of 350 degrees Fahrenheit will cook in 15 minutes on a high microwave setting. 
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