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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

fosterbj@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 9am - 3pm

Thursday 9am - 3pm

Friday 9am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ

As a Christ centered congregation we strive:


To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  


To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.



Will be celebrated


Sunday - June 24th 

10:00 am
June 2007
Altar Guild - Peg Berger

Head Usher  - Don Rubinkam
    

Date
Acolyte
Altar 

Flowers
Nursery Attendant

6/3
Alex Gosch
Gerald & Peg Berger
Ruthann Moyer

6/10
Meghan Greenawalt
Ellen Kirby
Deb Moyer


6/17


Alex Gosch
Sheila Deibert
Tina Kohr

6/24
Samantha Deibert
Benjamin Fisher
Wendy Werner





Train yourself in godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, 

godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life

 and also for the life to come.   I Timothy 4: 7b-8   


School is out !  Summer, vacation, and casual living are here.  Everything and everyone seems to be set to enjoy summer as the lushness of fields and gardens spills over into summer fruits, vegetables, barbecues and ice cream.  It’s a great time of year even though our schedules are still busy with outdoor events demanding our attention.  Traditionally in the summer, church attendance takes a downward spiral, but that needn’t  happen at St. John’s when we remember that our souls can find refreshment along with our bodies in this long, hot summer.   As you head for the golf course, the ball diamond, the lake and pool, remember that in the summer sun your skin is not the only part of you in need of care and protection.  Care for your soul and body  with these few simple rules.

Keep hydrated:   Refresh your body and replenish your soul.  We thirst for God.  And God longs to refresh us with hope and  mercy and the energy of the Spirit.   Be refreshed by the Word and Sacrament.  We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper twice this summer – June 24, the 50th birthday of the U.C.C. and August 5th .  For those who prefer a cooler sanctuary or an early tee-time, during July and August we will have 2 worship services, 8 AM and 10 AM.   “As a deer longs for streams of water, so longs my soul for you, O God.”  Come and be refreshed  this summer.

Keep your eye on the ball: There is so much distraction in this world.  We are constantly summoned by something new and exciting.  Sometimes the quiet rhythm of worship seems awfully tame and yet our soul longs for peace.  We find it walking/jogging in the early morning or late evening.  We find it along on the lake or on the links.  We may also find it in church with a verse of the psalms or a promise of Jesus Christ – “I am with you always”.  The community of the church offers the peace, solitude and focus for which our soul longs.  Keep your eye on Christ.

Wait your turn and take your turn: Whether you’re next up-to-bat or waiting to tee-off, life requires patience.  Even in church.  Worship includes announcing God’s activity in the congregation, waiting and listening to news of the safe delivery of twins, the departure of a cousin to Iraq, the death of a grandmother.  Worship includes confessing our sins and the sins of the world, which you personally may have temporarily avoided !  Worship includes new songs, children’s sermons, and crying babies.  Wait your turn. It is coming.  And support the rest of the team.  Don’t expect to always be the star, but don’t allow yourself to always be the spectator either.   Play the game, participate in the action.  Don’t be a “pew-sitter.”  Walk the talk.  Walk and serve with Christ all summer, not just on Sunday.  




Have a healthy, happy, peaceful summer,





See you Sunday morning if not sooner,







Pastor Barbara
Member & Community News:
Newsletter deadline for the July/August mailing will be June 17.  Please call the church office or email any articles.  See front page for email contacts.
Dear St. John's,
It was good to worship in my home church again. The choir sounded heavenly and it was a treat to see many friends of former years. The pot of yellow pansies will brighten my balcony just as it does my living room now. Thank you to whomever was the giver. 

Gratefully, 

Emma Bartholomew
To St. John's, 

Thank you for the care package I received last month. It was very thoughtful and meaningful. I am pleased to be part of such a close knit church community. Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 
Nate Wagner
Kristin Greenawalt will be running a marathon (26.2 miles for you non-runners) on June 3rd in San Diego, California. This race is sponsored through Team in Training which benefits the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Kristin and two other area women, Jemma Haas and Lisa Greenawalt, have been in training for 4 months. St. John's is proud of you, Kristin!! 
Jeb and Edna Hart, volunteer coordinators of the busy area food panty, housed at St. John's, were selected as 'citizens of the year' by the Orwigsburg Lions Club and were honored at a dinner at the Sch. Country Club in May. Thanks for all the hard work for both St. John's and the surrounding community that you do, Jeb and Edna.
Our Conference Spring Meeting delegates to the June 8 and 9th meeting in Lancaster are John Jones, Kay Jones, Anne Barton, Pastor Barbara. The featured speakers will be Diana Butler Bass and Rev. Lillian Daniel. 
Christopher Johnson, son of Michael and Priscilla Sowers Johnson, Allentown and grandson of Bill and Madeline Sowers, Orwigsburg, received the President's Award for his service and outstanding work for his firm in Washington, DC. 
Johnson was an honor student at Parkland High School in Allentown, graduating in 2000 and receiving many swimming awards. In 2000 he was named Pennsylvania state champion for his outstanding swimming. 
He is a graduate of Princeton University, class of 2004 with highest honors and resides in Washington with his wife, Joy. 

We have many high school and college graduates to send our best wishes to this spring. St. John's sends each of you on your way to the 'next step' in your lives with our prayers and sincere congratulations. 
Blue Mountain High school: Nicole and Kayla Cresswell 
College: Masters Degree, Ben Ellwood 
College Bachelor's Degree: Jamie Barton, Jamie Koehler, Lindsay Bonner, Christopher Harner, Kyle Herb, Nate Wagner, Nick Marrongelle, Seth Kershner, Kristy Fisher.
Mother's Day 2007 will be remembered at St. John's for the wonderful family service that the Harry and Dottie Moore family participated in. Each member of their large family was present and had a part in the worship service. Thank you
Some of St. John's recent 'reasons to celebrate with joy!’
New Members received Sunday April 22:
Charles & Dana Lescoe, Nancy Nye

Baptized Sunday April 29-
1.Ethan Strouse Frantz, born Dec 12,2006, parents Glenn Frantz and Suzanne Alexander

2. Ariana Isabella Lescoe, born February 13,2007, parents Charles & Dana Lescoe

Confirmed Sunday May 20 -
Samantha Deibert, Alex Gosch, Meghan Greenawalt, Keith Wagner
St. John's Nursery School News: 

Nursery School report for April & May 2007: The children continued to learn about dinosaurs. They made their sock puppets and read books. They also learned about the weather, made ladybugs and talked about spring. The children celebrated Mother’s Day with a luau luncheon. The moms received a homemade lei, a butterfly card with their child’s hand prints and a silhouette of their child. The room was decorated in a Hawaiian theme with palm trees & fish. A special thanks to the Sunday school who supplied props to decorate the room. Porcupine Pat visited May 22. The field trip to Fisher’s Damn is also scheduled for that day. A representative from the Pottsville Library visited May 24 for another reading program. To finish the school year, the children will be making “Fingerprint Friends” T-shirts. The last day of school is Thursday, May 31, 2007.
St. John's quilters, which has members from both St. John's and the community, recently donated $500.00 to St. John's for roof repair/replacement on the fellowship center. The quilters agreed that without our center, they could not quilt!! So it's a win-win situation and we appreciate the donation very much. 

T

he Grateful Thread is currently in need of sewing volunteers. Novice to experienced sewers can be of help in anything from sewing labels into products to turning woven goods into handbags. Opportunities are available for both hand and machine sewing. Work can be done in our shop at 20 North Center Street, Pottsville or can be done at your home. Please call 622-2933 for more details or stop in and see us at The Grateful Thread! The shop is a self-help extension of Women in Crisis Center. 
We are attempting to print some hints/suggestions for each of us regarding the global warming situation. We are not in any way becoming 'politically involved' and print these monthly items for each person/family to make their own decisions. This month we have taken information from Marcal toilet tissue, as it is 100% premium recycled paper. 

By manufacturing 100% recycled products, Marcal saves the following Earth's resources each and every day: 
i 
6,000 trees 
i 
2 million gallons of water 

i 
22,000 pounds of air pollution 

i 
140,000 gallons of oil 

i 
30,000 cubic feet of landfill space




It's not too late to sign up for Walk ! Orwigsburg. This year's goal is for walkers to 'walk to Darfur', a total of 6875 miles. Last year, we walked to Jerusalem. It's a great way to get outside and see the beautiful area we call 'home.' Please phone Kay Jones at 366-1333 for a registration form. 
Strengthen the Church collection will be on June 10, 2007. This is to strengthen new congregations & fund leadership in these congregations. It also helps Youth projects. 

· 
As the UCC celebrates its 50th Anniversary, we hear spirited voices speaking about God's deeds in our midst: reaching out to new communities, new immigrants, and new populations through new church starts, mobilizing youth and young adult leaders, and calling new generations to ministry in our increasingly diverse church. Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, our spirited voices speak about God's deeds of power. 

We strengthen and renew existing congregations. We fund leadership for new congregations. We provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults. We fund leadership development for the whole church. Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.
Saint John’s History
Ground was broken for the new church on August 26, 1906, with the contract awarded to George W. Bearde and Co., Inc. of Reading, for the sum of $24,000.  The cornerstone of the present church was laid on September 22, 1907.  The church itself was dedicated on Whitsunday, June 7, 1908.  

We look forward to our annual Vacation Bible School to be held at St. Paul's Lutheran church. Dates are August 5-9 from 6:30 - 8 PM. See page 10 for more info.. 

We will resume our regular Sunday school classes in September 2007 at 9 AM. All ages are welcome. 
On a personal note to our 'fearless leader', Jamie Barton, we extend our loving congratulations to you as you completed your Bachelor's degree in business from Alevernia College and graduated with honors in May 2007. We know that you maintained a 3.85 GPA and were inducted into the National Honor Society, while working full time, being a husband, father and a St. John's volunteer. We are very proud of you, Jamie. 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Choir will be practicing this summer but not every week. We will rehearse one Wednesday and then have two off. Here is the schedule. 
i 
June 6, 27 

i 
July 18 

i 
August 8, 29 

In September we will go back to practicing every week. 

Hope you all have a great summer! 
God bless, 

Trena Murphy




This month's Outreach report is based on the fact that Jeb and Edna Hart were honored by the Orwigsburg Lions Club as 'citizens of the year.' Here is an outline of how they became involved with St. John's and how they continue to serve the outlying communities through their generous time and love for organizing the food pantry which is housed in our church office area. Edna has submitted some facts and figures that are very interesting reading for each of us. 
Jeb & I moved back to Schuylkill Co in 1990 and Alta & I visited churches in the area. I loved St John’s and the UCC in McKeansburg. . The church in McKeansburg reminded me of the one I grew up, in but the sanctuary in ST John’s made me feel calmer. Jeb & I joined the church when you had Rev Achtermann as minister in 1993. 

Susan McCartney asked me to help out with the pantry as she and Susi Belsak were the only two at the time who packed and distributed boxes of food to needy families. Then in 1995, Jeb was asked to join Consistory and was assigned to the Outreach Ministry. I felt there were more people in the area who needed the food but did not know how to get to them…At this point we had St. John's, and Grace Baptist church using the pantry. Kay Jones helped us and St Paul’s gave us money and food. But there was no real involvement of other churches until Jeb & I wrote a letter to all the churches in the area. (we went as far as Port Clinton, New Ringgold, and Schuylkill Haven, Cressona, Landingville). Our very first meeting had several interested people attend: Crystal Brensinger,St. Paul's; Susi Belsak, Grace Baptist; Fern Kimmel, Red Church; and Eileen Powers, Salem United Methodist. Our monthly meetings became very creative and in April '98, the pantry moved to the new church office. 

The move was a huge improvement. And I thank all those involved in its building. Harlan Rump and the St John’s Youth were a terrific help in moving. Harlan used his truck and they moved all the food in a few hours and even put it on the shelves. This was the year we decided the churches should take turns being responsible for the pantry each month. In 1998 we served a total of 52 families. It was a 100 % increase from the year before. In 1998 we started giving food and candy at Easter. St Paul’s did baskets for the children, Salem did hygiene kits for the children and St John’s did candy for the grownups.(some of this continues today.) In 2002 we added Kimmels (Jane & Clarence Berk) and 2003 we added Faith Worship Center. (Judy Emanuelson at first). Some of my delegate volunteers have changed churches but still continued to help the pantry. Present pantry delegates are: St John’s Jeb & I; Salem – Kathy Keck; Red Church -Vicki Oswald & Cindy Brower; Kimmel’s -Clarence & Jane Berk; Faith Worship Center- Mary Miller; Grace-Janet Croneberger; St Paul’s -Kay Weidensaul..without them I’d be no where. Last year we served---435 boxes. 

In our methodology, a single person using the pantry every month is counted as 12 clients for the year. Similarly a family of 4 or 5 people using the pantry 8 times in the year is counted as 8 clients. The numbers above represent the number of CLIENTS we see annually. Multiplying the number of clients seen annually by 2.3 will give you a good idea of the number of PEOPLE served by the pantry. There are currently 75 children being helped by the pantry. You can do the math if you wish. 


(Continued on page 7)



The Post Office began collecting for the pantry around 2000 and we have also tried numerous ways of getting food by asking people to have drives at their work, asking banks etc. to help for Make a Difference Day, having the youth do Scavengers Hunts for Food ,and the churches Harvest Homes or monthly drives.. Pastor Barbara suggested the monthly collection at St. John's, when I mentioned that St John’s gave the least amount of cooperation to the pantry. Since then, our church has contributed tremendously. We get a large amount of canned goods from the Schaeffer’s Harley Davidson Drive and the Blue Mountain Schools drives. Many businesses and organizations now help out regularly. We are grateful for it all. I even have people who are not members of our respective churches sending money to the Food Pantry. One person helps out because he saw the pantry listed on the web site. 

Saturday, May 12th  was the Postal Workers Food Drive. I counted 58 postal boxes of food. We thank all of Orwigsburg for its assistance. It will fill our baskets all summer May 8th Jeb & I were honored by the Orwigsburg Lions Club as Citizens Of The Year for our work with the Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. We are honored, but this honor also goes to all of you who have contributed to the pantry. 


We thank you all. 


Edna Hart

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
06/01 - Ruth Gaston

    
Samantha Deibert

06/02 - Debra Tohill

06/05 - Judy Miller

06/06 - Steve Ellwood

06/07 - Jay Berger

    
Virginia Herb

06/08 - Jed Dunkel   

    
Amanda Kohr

06/09 - Larry Kohr

06/11 - Robert Favreau

06/15 - Marie Deibert

    
Jonna Steinbrunn

06/16 - Arden Miller

06/17 - Lin Bartholomew          
Mindy  Fetterolf

06/20 - Lindsay Bonner

   
Eric Rudinsky

06/21 - Julia Bonner

06/22 - Nicholas Nye

06/23 - Holly Reynolds            
Nicholas Toth

06/24 - Jennifer Gerhard

06/25 - Ruth Faust

    
Marlana Ryan

06/26 - Eric Brossman

06/28 - Glenn  Frantz

    
Kay Jones


Meghan Greenawalt

    ANNIVERSARIES
06/07 - Becky & Jared Bachert

06/10 - Phyllis & Bernie Brilla

06/15 - Marlene & Ken Schneck

06/18 - Carmella & Harold Faust

    
Kay & John Jones

06/20 - Joan & Bob Koehler

06/24 - Michelle & Scott Spolski

06/26 - Linda & Wes Greenwell 






Life in the Parish


I’ve been hearing bad news lately.  Friends have cancer come back, my neighbor tells me the gypsy moth will be terrible this year, the price of gas is rising, and our weekly offering isn’t keeping up.  I tend to read signs.  I’m not saying it’s a foolproof system to predict how things are going to go, but on balance, the signs have been promising.


About eleven years ago, I tried to imitate a golden garden that I saw in a castle garden in Scotland.  The lady of the castle had wanted golden evergreens to catch the sun so that in the dead of a dreich winter, she could take pleasure in her golden garden.  Not surprisingly, my version of the garden is still in process – far from what I had envisioned.  One expensive upright golden yew was walloped by a huge tractor-lawnmower combination when the machine was backing up.  Now it leans at a rakish angle, half of it dead looking.  My husband and daughter surprised me one Mother’s Day with a Golden Eagle azalea.  Obviously, the azalea would not be blooming in the dead of winter, so it was not a perfect candidate for the golden garden.  Mother’s Day being what it is, I didn’t make disparaging remarks about it being all wrong.  Nor did I complain about the assertive burnt orange color of its flowers.  At any rate, the azalea didn’t thrive until this year.  I came upon it unexpectedly hidden behind a huge sticky bush, flower laden.  It looks like it had captured all the winter sun, and it warmed my heart. 


My hunter cat recently beheaded and consumed three baby rabbits in full view of my watching granddaughter.  “Kitty Kitty just ate the head off a baby rabbit.”   This couldn’t be construed as a positive sign.  I caught sight of a fat groundhog racing along very near the back of my house.  That did not bode well.  But then I was walking Boomie, my beloved (shared custody) dog, down to the garden and as he stopped I heard ‘tweet tweet tweet’ from a bluebird house just ear level.  Sounded like three baby birdies.  As far as I know, the cat doesn’t go near there.  Seeds from Marion Johnston’s columbines have grown in fabulous flowers for the first time this year.  I found sixteen ladyslippers behind the garage and the lawnmower started the very first time I yanked the cord.  


Poison ivy, drought, carpenter bees, tent caterpillars, and ground wasps notwithstanding, we can thank God for our many blessings and serve him accordingly, giving according to our means.

Anne I. Barton

Parish Life    



BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8741

    9 Reading Dr. Apt 206

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2022

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

GREENWELL, Wes

     366-0836

     3 Sculps Hill Rd

     Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9081

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 373-1560

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

KIMMEL, Laura & LeRoy (Pat)

    366-8544

    Pinebrook Personal Care Center

    2 Woodbridge Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961


SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)


366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115
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