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St. John’s Word 

is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
33 Little Mt Rd

New Ringgold, PA 17960

pathais@earthlink.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@infionline.net

President of Consistory

Tom Kramer
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@pottsville.infi.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon



The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.

December  2004

Altar Guild


Barbara Skelding & Kathryn Heinbaugh


Head Usher

Barbara Skelding

Communion Assignments 


December 26th 

Prepare - Edna Hart and Mike Nye
Element Bearers - Tony Rice and Jamie Barton
Servers- Harlan Rump, Doug Gosch, Toni Groff, 

Paulette Peters, John Foster

Date
Acolyte
Altar Flowers
Nursery Att.

Dec. 5
Kelsey Thompson
Harlan & Eileen Rump
Wendi Wheeler

Dec. 12
Ryan Foster
Squire & Barbara Skelding


Dec. 19
Ryan Foster
Lauren & Barry Berger
Wendi Wheeler

Dec. 24
Brook Gosch (late service)
Marie Deibert


Dec. 26
Carter Jones
William & Elaine Miller






+  *
PLEASE JOIN US DURING THIS BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS SEASON FOR THE GLORIOUS MESSAGE OF HOPE, PEACE AND LOVE, THROUGH MUSIC. 

Christmas Cantata 
Sunday - Dec. 5th 

Members of Saint John's Chancel Choir, under the direction of Judy Miller, will present "Night of Wonder" during the 10 am Worship service. 

Christmas Eve
• 7:00 p.m. Family service - The Christmas Story  ADVANCE \d 5
• 11:00 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols. Prelude music begins at 10:45 p.m., and will include violin, vocal and piano solos. 

Hymn Sing of Christmas Carols and 
Holy Communion 

Sunday - Dec. 26th 10 am


=  MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD   >
We're expecting!!  
No, this is NOT a scandal about your pastor! We're expecting! This is the season of Advent, and the Church is expecting and proclaiming the coming of Christ.  Advent comes from a Latin word meaning 'arrival' or 'coming.'   The Advent season is much more than the announcement that "Christmas is coming."  The department stores and the sign at the local car wash have already told us that.  The Church proclaims that "Christ is coming."  The Church lifts up the news that in Jesus Christ, God is breaking  into the world as a Light shining in the darkness, as a Judge of sin, and as a King with power to end the tragedy of war, poverty, disease, and death.

              More important than being ready for Christmas, is the cry to "be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."  (Matthew 24: 36-44)   The coming of the Lord will be both a Day of Wrath and a Day of Salvation. The scripture readings for the Sundays of Advent are filled with warnings to "Wake up!  Be prepared!  Repent, for the kingdom of God is near!"  If the Church fails to make this announcement, we have missed our calling.

            We're expecting.  We're expecting that God is still speaking and has a Word to say to St. John's UCC and to Orwigsburg.  We're expecting that in the weeks ahead our excitement and our hopes will build.  We're expecting that "salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers." (Romans 13: 11b) We're expecting more than Christmas, and sentiment and stress and depression.  We're expecting that Christ will come again.

             As we gather for worship in these Sundays of Advent, the sanctuary will begin to fill with poinsettias and candles, with  the sound of music, with the choir cantata and the Sunday School pageant, and with the exciting news of holy scripture.  In all of these, we're expecting the grace of God to be extended again and again in the opportunity to confess and repent, in the Word of forgiveness, in the welcome of members old and new, and in the proclamation that is our faith.

 
Christ has died

 

Christ is risen.

 


Christ will come again.

 In anticipation,  

 Pastor Barbara


PARISH LIFE

Collectibles - $20
The church block collectable with a screenprint likeness of St John's UCC on the front and history & Mission Statement on the back is now available after church every Sunday for only $20.00. You may also contact the church office or Barb Skelding at 366-7354. The proceeds of this project will be used for our 175th Anniversary celebration to be held in 2006. We will be having many more fundraisers to assure a memorable celebration.

Christmas Ornament - $15 
We have received the proof for the Christmas ornament of the Gethsemane stained glass window in our Sanctuary. It is in the shape of the window and shows all it's brilliant colors. You may preorder this ornament for $15.00. Place your envelope marked 'stained glass ornament' in the offering plate. Or you may stop by the church office.  

Anniversary Planning Team

The 175th Anniversary Group has been working on planning events and fund raisers for our celebration for many months. If you have any suggestions or would like to join this group, please notify Barb Skelding or Toni Groff. Meetings are generally the first Thursday of the month or as announced in the bulletin.


We also need to collect some history for the planned display. If you have any church related pictures or articles, please share them with any of the planning group or take to the church office. The planning group now includes Marie Deibert, Toni Groff, Darline Darosh, Sue Hartman, Pastor Barbara Kershner, Donald and Lorraine Jones, Lori Moore, and Barb Skelding. There is always room for more as we plan to have at least one event every month from April through November 2006. Many hands and ideas are needed to make this celebration a memorable one. 


Special Offering
Bethany Christmas Fund - the holiday season is upon us once again.  This is the time of year when we show our generosity and holiday spirit by giving to our partners in Christ, Bethany Children’s Home.  Your monetary donations will help the children enjoy their holiday! Offering envelopes will be in the Sunday worship bulletins on Dec. 5th and 12th If you are not using a special offering envelope, mail your check made payable to Saint John’s UCC with “Bethany Christmas Fund” on the memo line. 






HEALTH MINISTRY
The Health Ministry is planning a very active and healthy 2005. 

Some of the programs we hope to bring to St. John's and the community include:  ADVANCE \d 5
Living Smart (  First Aid Training ( CHAT on allergies  

Biking Safety  (  Family Health History 


and much more! 

So have a wonderful and peaceful Christmas season and to prevent the flu: 

WASH YOUR HANDS!!!!

Buy Breast Cancer Stamps
Please consider purchasing Breast Cancer stamps at 45 cents each from the US Postal Service, instead of the usual 37 cents. The difference will be huge, when funds are collected in this helpful way, and perhaps breast cancer research will be able to find a way to eliminate this disease. 

Medical Insurance

Anyone who needs information regarding Medicare, Medicaid, Medigap, Long-term Care insurance, and preventive care can call APPRISE of Schuylkill Ministries of the Dept. of the Aging at 1-800-783-7067. 


Anyone who would like to volunteer for this organization is more than welcome. To do so, contact Heidi Nangle, Program Coordinator at either 1-800-621-6325 or 621-7303, or email her at gleh@diakon.org 
 
If anyone has any questions, feel free to contact Jonna Steinbrunn, who is a trained volunteer and counselor at 570-366-2295.


Membership News: 
Please be on the 'lookout' for TV ads on channels 16 and 28 during Advent, 

for UNITED CHURCH Of Christ national ads referencing our 

'God is Still Speaking,' slogan. 

They show us that when we open our church doors, we do not know who will come in. That our church life is all about growing , and finding out where the Spirit leads us. 
Outreach Ministry  TC \l1 "Outreach Ministry 
i 
Thank you, thank you, thank you...to everyone who helped with donations to the pantry and who helped pack 63 boxes of food, Boyer's gift certificates, and turkeys. There are more families using the pantry this year, than last. A delicious turkey dinner was also served this year on Nov. 20 to the pantry clients, and we say 'hat's off' to Harlan Rump, Wes Greenwell and all the wonderful kitchen volunteers who helped make the dinner and the pies for so many people. No one left hungry!

i 
Now we need to restock the pantry to get ready for the Christmas boxes. Our next collection is Dec. 5, during the 10 am church service, but feel free to drop off any donation at any time during church office hours. We especially need: cereal, peanut butter, soups, canned meats, spaghetti sauce, instant mashed potatoes, rice, macaroni/cheese dinners, canned vegetables, gravies and broth, paper products and soaps. 

i 
Pantry clients children's 'wishes' will be hanging on the Christmas tree in the large Sunday School room. Please consider taking a name and buying a gift for not more than $20.00. 
i 
We will also be collecting hats, mittens, scarves and gloves and those will be donated to the Women in Crisis center in Pottsville. They can be placed on the tree any time between now and Dec. 19. 

i 
We will collect our annual Christmas gift for Bethany Children's home on 2 Sundays: Dec. 5 and 12. Also, when you use your Boyer's 'tag', a portion of your total grocery order is donated directly back to our church for Bethany. Thank you Boyer's. Tags can be found on the table during coffee hour or see Susan McCartney. 

Our Dec. 12 coffee hour will be an informal presentation of 
'God is still speaking,
...come and find out how each of us is included in this powerful little phrase!!!


GUILD NEWS
Our Guild has made yet another 'transition.'  Several years ago, we changed from Women's Guild to simply Guild, as so many men and youth help with every church project that is sponsored by the Guild. 

As we thank Peg Berger for her years of dedication and service as President, we again will transition to simply being all together under our Parish Life Ministry. 

We will still have the same wonderful people helping with all projects for the good of the body of St. John's. We will not hold monthly Guild meetings, but now will attend meetings and help in new ways through Parish Life. 

Each church, member is sincerely invited to suggest creative ways of making Parish Life stronger, as we move into the new year with anticipation of how BEST we can continue to serve St. John's. 

FINDING THE SPIRIT 
The spirit of Christmas can be elusive. You start soon after Thanksgiving - or maybe not soon enough - making lists, cooking, humming carols, hanging decorations, trying to do all the things that make it feel like Christmas. But the spirit isn't there. It hides from people who hurry, or try to be perfect. It cannot be found in store windows or shopping bags or ribbons and wrapping or trips to the post office. Where is it? 

Take a step back. Rest for a moment. Relax. Then, if you sit still and listen to your heart, there's a good chance Christmas will find you. 

Guideposts/Dec. 1996






_


Just a thought: As the holidays approach and we try to find 'just the right gift' for that hard-to-buy for person on our list, perhaps a donation to his/her favorite charity would brighten their day and make the season even more special. A special gift card could be forwarded from the charity if you request it. 
YOUTH CORNER:

Christmas Pageant rehearsal will be every Sunday from 4:00-5:30 until December 19th when the cast will treat the congregation to the story of Christ’s birth during the 10 am worship service Sunday December 19th. Anyone of any age is still welcome AND encouraged to participate. There are singing & speaking parts as well as props, sets, & wardrobe preparations.

Join Us for Sunday School at 9 am
Are you or your children or grandchildren a part of the “buzz” of activity?  There’s always room for more.  All ages are welcome!


Our congregation is participating in the Stillspeaking Initiative—the UCC's nationwide identity campaign. 

Tv ads will run from Dec. 1 to 26—Advent to Christmas—on cable and network TV in every U.S. media market.  Sixty percent of the U.S. population will see the ad at least three times by Christmas Day.

Besides reaching out to potential members and strengthening UCC identity, the Stillspeaking Initiative hopes to promote increased enthusiasm and commitment among our members as the United Church of Christ looks toward its 50th anniversary in 2007.


See Page 6 of this newsletter for information on when YOU can learn more about this nationwide campaign that can help our church grow!
�God Is Still speaking,
“Never place a period where God has placed a comma”




-Gracie Allen

ALSPACH, Emma

     366-0763

    218 S. Warren St.

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2118

BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8686

    9 Reading Dr. #I-011

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2026

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

DIBENEDETTE, Thelma

     366-2999

    1000 Manor Rd

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1303

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 374-0300

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

MILLER, Leroy

621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216


SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)

366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     345-4075

    11 High St.

    School Yard Square

    Pine Grove, PA 17963-1007




“Parent’s Night Out”

Saturday December 11th 

6-10 p.m. 

This is actually a great night out for the kids who will have a whole schedule of events, just for them, in the basement of the church while their parents can go out and finish some last minute shopping or just go to dinner. Activities may include movies, games, snacks, & special holiday crafts to donate to the food pantry. 

Bring your sleeping bag and pillow for the movie.

Admission is a donation to the food pantry.

Pre-registration forms will be available in the church office. 

Bring a friend!

----------------------------------------------------------

Parent’s Night Out

Saturday December 11th
6-10 pm at St. John’s Church

REGISTRATION FORM

Name___________________________ Age_________

Home phone_______________ Parent’s Cell phone__________

Emergency contact for evening of 12/11___________________

Food Allergies or restrictions___________________________

The Twelve Days of Christmas 


Saturday, Dec. 4 -7 PM at Blue Mt. High School. 


Presented by the Sch. County Community Chorus and will feature music of the season sung by the chorus and a 52 voice children's choir. Tickets available at the door. 





St. Paul's Vespers Concert 


Sunday, Dec. 19 - 6 PM 


Annual service of Lessons and Carols. Featuring handbells, organ, choral music and instrumentalists. 














�


InterFaith Round Table Discussion 


Sunday, Dec. 5 


7 PM 


at Penn State Conference Center. 


This program is targeted for teens and young adults. There will be a brief presentation by the Faith representatives, followed by a question and answer period. Faiths represented are: Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Akan and Native American. Please respond to Jeanne at 943-2275 if you are interested. 
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