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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

bjslandworks@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.



October 2nd October 2005
Altar Guild - Joan Koehler

Head Usher - Barb Marrongelle
Preparers: Paulette Peters, Barb Marrongelle

Element Bearers: Mike Nye, Edna Hart

Servers: Tom Wheeler, Jamie Barton, 

Toni Groff, John Jones, Bob Koehler

Date
Acolyte
Altar Flowers
Nursery Att.

10/2
Ryan Foster
Isabel & Wayne Rhoads
Darline Darosh

10/9
Kelsey Thompson
Marlene & Ken Schneck
Linda Rice

10/16
Aaron Kohr
Gerald & Bobbi Ann Kimmel
Mardelle Deibert

10/23
Jeffrey Stumpf
Fred & Mardelle Deibert
Sue Kramer

10/30

Kayla Moore
Polly Smith
Mallory Moore













Birth Announcement 
Kasmer John Conner was born September 10, 2005 to Vickie and Christopher Conner. Maternal grandparents are Kay & John Jones.
Teagan Fitzpatrick Ryan, born May 31, 2005, was baptized at Saint John's on Sunday, September 18th by supply pastor Rev. George Fitz. Teagan's parents are Jennifer (Schneck) and Michael Ryan, maternal grandparents are Ken & Marlene Schneck.
The prayers of the church are with the family and friends of:

Emma I. Alspach, 104, of 1000 Manor Road, Orwigsburg, formerly of South Warren Street, Orwigsburg, member of Saint John's who died Tuesday September 20, at Genesis Eldercare Orwigsburg Center, Orwigsburg.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Elmer E., who died in 1960; two daughters, Phyllis Trout and Florence Lehman. 

Surviving are three sons, Edward E., Boise, Idaho, Phillip M., St. Petersburg, Fla., and Robert M., husband of Carol B. Alspach, 
Orwigsburg; a daughter, Elaine, wife of Samuel Willard, Bucks County; a sister, Hazel Bartholomew, Orwigsburg; 19 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren; three great-great-grandchildren. 

Religious services were held at Hamilton Funeral with the Rev. Barbara Kerschner officiating.





The prayers of the church are with the family and friends of:

Evelyn B. Barclay, 87, of Raring Drive, Orwigsburg, and member of Saint John's who died September 17 at the Pottsville Hospital.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Dr. Clayton C. Barclay, on Aug. 5, 2000; two brothers, Dr. Clinton Bagenstose and Donald Bagenstose. She was the last member of her immediate family.

Surviving are three sons, Dr. Clayton C., husband of Robin Barclay, Louisville, Ky., Ronald L., husband of Lynda Barclay, Orwigsburg, and Dr. Stephen W., husband of Lynnanne Barclay, Colchester, Vt.; seven grandchildren; four great-grandchildren. Services were private at the convenience of the family.


The prayers of the church are with the family and friends of:

Marian Richelderfer Johnston, member of Saint John's since March 2002, who died Sunday September 11. She was the widow of Ken Johnston who died in 2003.

Surviving are a son, Barry, Souderton; a sister, Shirley Tabor, Purcellville, Va.; a brother, Gregory Richelderfer, Panama City, Fla.

A memorial service led by Rev. Barbara Kershner was held at St. John's United Church of Christ on September 19.



This month, on the first Sunday of October, we join with the Christian community around the world, to celebrate the Lord's Supper, to share communion on World Communion Sunday.  Communion and community are based upon the same word, and when we share communion we are reminded of our life together in Christ, not just our life here in Orwigsburg, but our life as the body of Christ around the world in Haiti, in Germany, in China, in Thailand, in Hawaii.  Christians do not all look the same; we don't sing the same songs with the same instruments.  Some give thanks and praise with drums, some with ukeleles, piano, guitar, or pipe organ.  But the same Lord is Lord of all and the same Lord is glorified.


The motto of the United Church of Christ is: "That they may all be one." This was Jesus’ prayer for his disciples.  They were a diverse group.  They did not look alike.  They had very different personalities.  They were fishermen and tax collectors and wealthy women and poor widows.  He prayed that they be one.  He prays for us even now so that the differences that seem to divide us -  geographic distance, intellectual differences, differences in the way we eat or dress or sing -  that these differences may be a small thing compared to our participation, our belonging, our union through the body of Christ.


This month as you worship and serve and pray, consider the wideness of God's mercy, consider that all the ends of the earth shall praise God.  Even the psalms recognize that God is not limited to a tiny, faithful, genetically-related group of people.  God is bigger than that.  Christianity is bigger than that.  This month as you follow Christ, get out of town!! Even if only in your mind.  Pray for Christians around the world many of whom are suffering persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ.  An excellent web-site to help you broaden your Christian community is /www.hometown.aol.com/worldinprayer.  Jesus got beyond the boundaries; he visited Samaria and the land of the Gerasenes; he spoke to those outside the acceptable group.  Jesus calls us to "think outside the box" and celebrate the  scope of Christian community as we celebrate World Communion and world community.

   Blessings,

    Pastor Barbara
NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS:
A HARVEST HOME CHURCH SERVICE will be held on Sunday, October l6, 2005 at 2 p.m. at the Harvest Fescht, Pennsylvania German Heritage Center, Kutztown University. Pastor Phares Reitz will preside at the service conducted in the dialect of the Pennsylvania Germans. 

Harvest Fescht will be held on October l5 & 16 from l0 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Heritage Center is located on Luckenbill just off Main Street and across from the Kutztown Airport. There will be an admission fee to the Fescht for everyone over l2 years of age. For information please call 570-366-6361.   
  -Ruth Emmert 


My mother, Laura Kimmel wishes once again to thank everyone for their kind calls, visits, and prayers during her recovery. She has joined my father, Leroy, at Pinebrook Assisted Living , and continues her therapy. 

My father also wishes to thank everyone who has so kindly visited him. You brighten his day!! 

A special thanks to my cousins, Eileen and Harlan Rump, who have always been there whenever we asked. You guys are the best! 


-Leanne Toth



We extend best wishes to Dr. Ivan and Sharon Pryor as they leave Orwigsburg and settle in to their new home and veterinary business in Dillsburg, Pa. 

Their new address is: 

22 Jennifer Lane Dillsburg, Pa. 17019 

(717) 766-8982
'Thank you for thinking of me when I graduated from college.


-Annee Mattu
A very BIG Thanks to everyone at Sunday School and church for the cards and phone calls when I had my appendix out.


-Zac Thompson

Thank You-

Many thanks to Pastor Barbara and all the members of St. John’s who visited and sent get well cards and offered their prayers for my recovery from my recent hospital stay.


Jay Berger
Note to all members: we invite you to send us any 'news' you would like to share with the congregation and friends of St. John's. You can phone, send a written note, or an email (see front page for listings). 

Please remember all of St. John’s members who may be medically or spiritually in need of our prayers.
BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8741

    9 Reading Dr. Apt 206

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2022

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

DIBENEDETTE, Thelma

     366-2999

    1000 Manor Rd

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1303

FAVREAU, Robert

   622-9666

   Schuylkill Center

   1000 Schuylkill Manor Rd

   Pottsville, PA 17901

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 373-1560

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

KIMMEL, Laura & Leroy (Pat)

    366-8544

    Pinebrook Personal Care Center

    2 Woodbridge Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961

MILLER, Leroy


621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216

SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)


366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     695-3141

    Tremont Health & Rehab Center

    44 Donaldson Rd Room 305


Tremont, PA 17981

With our church observing its 175th anniversary next year, it seems only fitting to revisit St. John's UCC's roots. This is the second of a two-part series on the beginnings of our church. 

Highlights of St. John’s History
by Leanne Toth

Part II

(Last month we read how the original St. John’s was formed as a union church between the Lutheran and Reformed sects. We continue with the church as the denominations agree to use separate facilities.)
In 1843, the Lutheran and Reformed congregations of St. John’s split into two separate churches; the Reformed sect continued to use the original church facilities while the Lutherans built a new church. The “White Church” was originally sold on August 30, 1845, by the Henry Raush estate to Philip Umbenhauer for the sum of $920; on May 2, 1846, Umbenhauer then gave a deed for the property to Joseph Albright for the Reformed congregation in consideration of $100.

A new constitution was necessary after the split from the Lutheran group to incorporate and charter our congregation as Reformed only; it was drafted on September 14, 1846. Our church was then officially called, “The German Reformed Congregation of St. John’s Church in Orwigsburg”. The document was recorded in the courthouse Miscellaneous Book #6, page 264, on January 15, 1847.

The church Vestry maintained the previous structure of four Elders, four Deacons, and one Trustee, with office terms and responsibilities the same. However, this constitution directed the Vestry to meet the first Saturday of each April, July, and October, or “as often as they think necessary”. In April the group was to choose a President and Secretary who each served a one year term.

The annual election of the Vestry was held January 1 of every year, unless that date fell on a Sunday. In this case, the election would be held on January 2. It is interesting to note that unlike our present day Congregational Meetings, these elections were NOT permitted to be held on a Sunday!

Conditions for voting privileges remained the same, except for a newly-stated specification in Article 7. ONLY MEN could vote at any election or could hold a church office! This fact is reflected in the Communicant Listings kept in the church record book; prior to the communion of September 30, 1866, men were listed first and counted separately from the women of the church! 


(Cont. On page 6)
(Cont. From page 7)

In the Fall of 1846, St. John’s Vestry (Consistory) had the following members:

Elders 
Peter Albright

Christian Berger

John Schall

Abraham Fagely


Deacons
Frederick Millet

Henry Schoener

Michael Linder

Daniel Paul

The first Consistory President of the new St. John’s German Reformed Church was Christian Berger; our first Secretary was James Graeff.

After Rev. Reubelt closed his pastorate on July 20, 1845, the following November Reverend John William Hoffmeier was installed as Pastor. As specified in the 1846 Constitution, he preached in BOTH German and English. The “Orwigsburg Charge” for which our pastor was responsible included at various times not only St. John’s, but also Christ Church in McKeansburg, Friedens Church in New Ringgold, St. Paul’s Church in Schuylkill Haven, and the church at Port Clinton. In December 1847 it was noted that in addition to providing an annual salary of $200, the church also began to pay the rent of the Pastor’s home.

In November 1845, St. John’s Church had 78 members. By the 1860’s, communicant lists regularly held over 100 names. And by 1920, there were more than 200 people who communed on sacrament Sundays!

St. John’s has come a long way from its humble beginnings in 1831. Certainly growth and change were as much a part of our history in the 1830’s as they are in our current times. Yet through it all our church has miraculously maintained its traditions and built a rich heritage that every member can be proud of today.


PARISH LIFE MINISTRY: 
Our annual Apple Fest was a total success. Hundreds of hours of planning, baking, cooking, serving, selling tickets, making beautiful prizes to donate, or cleaning up were put in by a 'host of holy rollers' and wonderful volunteers. Each year we have grown and truly appreciate all the hours that each one helps with. Since we don't want to 'forget' anyone, we will NOT list volunteers, but truly do extend thanks to each one who helped in any way. Our total proceeds are 'around $4,500' at print time, but we did not yet have a final tally as there are some outstanding bills to be paid. 

The coffee hour sponsored each week after church really needs some volunteers to sign up to bring snacks and cold drinks. Coffee and tea are provided. This seems to be an enjoyable way to stay and say hello to friends after the 10 am church service. Won't you please consider signing up for one week during October, November or December?

Mission News: 
We have recently received news that our Thai child sponsored through Meria Jokinen has gone back to his family. Little Sawan was one of 9 children who was missed by his family, so he returned to his hilltribe. We understand that this happens, but Meria was able to 'give us' another little boy.  Our new 'son' in Thailand is Chakrapan Saeyang, age 7, and in the first grade. He is from the Hmong hilltribe and his photo can be seen on the bulletin board.  We continue to keep all children of the world in our prayers. 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
With the holidays approaching, we thought it might be a good idea to list the last three newsletter deadlines for 2005:

October 16      November 20 (Thanksgiving is Nov. 24)      December 18 

Many thanks for all the hard work that goes into gathering and then reporting committee information each month. We all know that it takes lots of individuals to 'get the Word out', and your dedication is appreciated! 

Christian Education Ministry
Our Sunday School breakfast was delicious on September 18, and now classes for all ages are in full swing. Come to Sunday School at 9 am and participate - it's going to be a very good year. We'll look forward to meeting new faces and always welcome back returning children and adults. 
HEALTH MINISTRY

This October there will training for Lay Health Coordinators. This is sponsored by St. John's. The training will take place on Saturday, October 1 from 9-3, then Tuesday evenings October 4, 11, 18 and 25 from 6-9 pm at Trinity Lutheran in Pottsville. This is a wonderful training for lay people in congregational health ministry. 
Get your blood pressure checked! 
Every month, generally on the second Sunday, the Health Ministry provides blood pressure screenings in the library after the 10 am service. Your blood pressure is one of the most important numbers you can know when it comes to your health. Please get it checked and follow-up if you need to consult your physician. 
Praying Elders 
On the first Sunday of every month Elders from our congregation are available to pray with members of the congregation during the 10 am service. In James 5, we are told to have our elders pray over us in times of need. You are invited to come to one of the elders and share a concern or ask for a prayer of blessing. A brief prayer will be said quietly with you. 



October events 
Sunday, October 9 is Health Ministry Sunday. We will have a blessing of the hands of all who are involved in health or other caring professions. Please join us for a mini health fair and healthy goodies after the service. 

Thursday, October 20 we will have flu shots available to the congregation and public in the large Sunday school room from 2 to 5 pm. 

Worship & Music Ministry
Chancel Choir - has already resumed weekly rehearsals - Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:30. We will soon begin working on music for the Advent and Christmas Season. A special invitation to everyone to come and join in the fun of "making music" together. 

Bell Choir - needs additional members! Come and learn to play the handbells. We meet each Wednesday evening at 6:30. 

Children's Choir - a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Sunday School Room. Some children have already signed up and we'll try to plan the rehearsal schedule to fit as many of the children's school and sports activities as we can. If your child would like to participate, please fill out the form on the next page and leave it in the church office.


\


Children's Choir 
Child's Name ___________________________________ 

Grade__________ Age __________ Birthday ______ 

Home Phone ___________________________________ 

Most convenient evening for rehearsal: 

( ) Monday    
( ) Tuesday
   ( ) Wednesday 
   ( ) Thursday 

(Please leave this form in the Church Office. Thank you)

Outreach Ministry
At the September opening 32 boxes were given out. Reminder: October 2nd is our next monthly food collection. Please bring any nonperishable item to church that Sunday.  If you are unable to bring food items on that date, please feel free to drop donations off at the office during the regular office hours. Items needed: Cereal, canned soups, crackers, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, tuna, pork and beans, instant potatoes, rice, canned fruit, pasta, soap, paper products, coffee/tea. 

To date, our Emergency USA collection for Hurricane Victims Relief has totaled $1,997. All donations are being sent directly to Pa. Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ to aid the victims. You may still donate and we thank everyone for their generosity. 

Neighbors In Need offering will be collected Sunday, October 9th . This is an annual collection,  separate from any collections that are taken for immediate disasters, like the recent Hurricane Katrina collection.  Please use the envelope in this newsletter to contribute.

Sponsors Needed:  Please consider sponsoring a Thanksgiving basket for a pantry client.  $25 is suggested. 

Please visit the church’s web site  stjohnorwigsburg.org  and see the wonderful changes. Thanks  Zach Ellwood, Tony & Steve Rice. Any program can be advertised on the crawling marquee.  See any ministry chair with your requests.
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