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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

bjslandworks@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@infionline.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
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JOIN ST. JOHN’S ON THE WEB
Check out the monthly calendar of events, sermons, and other church ministry updates at:

stjohnorwigsburg.org
Also visit the United Church of Christ at:

WWW.UCC.ORG
St. John’s Nursery School will hold its open house Monday April 11th 6:30-8:30.  Applications are being acccepted for next school year.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Orwigsburg Library will sponsor an Identity Theft presentation on Thursday, April 21 at 7 pm. Paige Johnson, member of the Pennsylvania AARP Consumer Protection Board will be the guest speaker. 

This is a community service presentation and is free of charge but the library asks that you phone in to sign up -  366-1638.

The library is also holding a Basket Raffle, as a fund raiser. Donation is $5.00 per ticket and the prizes will be speciality baskets and gift certificates from Boyer's Food Market. Please support our local library. 
Penn State Lecture/Luncheon will be held in the Conference room on April 22 at 11:45 am. Subject this month is 'The State of Health Care in Pennsylvania.' 

Everyone is welcome and no registration is necessary. Lunch is 'free will.'
16th Anniversary Handbell Concert
Sunday April 10th 7pm at St. Paul’s

Featuring music by four handbell choirs and instrumentalists.


Food Drive Sunday is the 1st Sunday of each month. Bring your donation to the 10am service or drop items off anytime in the church office.

Blood Pressure Checks are the 2nd Sunday of each month.

Scripture Study Group meets Mondays at 11:00am in the church office. 

Meetings this month
i 
4/3 Health Ministry 7:00pm

i 
4/3 Outreach 7:45pm

i 
4/4 Property 7:00pm

i 
4/11 Consistory 7:00

i 
4/18 Parish Life 7:00pm

God raised Jesus Christ on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead.       Acts 10: 40-41


Christ is alive. That’s the good news of Easter. God is stronger than death and God  raised Jesus Christ from the grave.  That is good news because death and dying can be pretty frightening.  Even though we may be able to postpone death with feeding tubes, respirators and other means of life support,  eventually  we will die.  But Christ is alive.   What does that mean?


When great composers like Beethoven or Bach or Mozart died,  their music lived on. When Michelangelo, Picasso, Georgia O’Keefe were buried, their painting and sculpture survived to please and inspire us.  Thomas Edison, the Wright Brothers, George Washington Carver, Marie Curie  live on as their discoveries and inventions continue to influence our everyday life and lead to newer discoveries. When our own loved ones die, we say that they will live on in our memory; live on in the quilts, baskets, cabinetry or recipes that they passed on to us.  In our own bodies they live on.  You may have your grandmother’s green eyes, your father’s receding hairline, your Uncle Frank’s high cholesterol.   Is this how Christ is alive?    Is this our hope?    


When we say “Christ is alive” is it because his stories were so true and interesting  that they outlived his 33 years?   His instructions for living were so wise that they remain 2000 years later.  Is this what Easter and the resurrection are all about?  I don’t believe that this is enough. From the very beginning of the church, women and men have risked their lives testifying that Christ is alive,  that they saw him.  They witnessed that they ate and drank with him.  They were not afraid to speak up and to die for the friend and teacher  who had died for them and now was alive for them. Such courage takes more than a memory, more than mere fame.


Christ is alive and seated at the right hand of God. Christ is alive and any power in the church, any hope or vision or energy or peace comes from the living Christ, not only from what he said 2000 years ago but from what Christ says to us today;   not only from what he did 2000 years ago but from what he is doing today.  


Christ is alive and Christ longs to feed us and quench our thirst.  Christ is alive and everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.  Christ is alive and commands us to testify that he is the one ordained by God.  Christ is alive and greets us and sends us out to introduce him to the world.  Come and see the risen Christ in our midst.   Come and let the power of God who raised Jesus Christ from death also raise you from death, from the tombs and the darkness and the stink of your life.   Christ is alive and calls you out of the tomb of sin and into glorious light not by your own power, not by the power of memory and fame but by the power of God.







Blessings, 






Pastor Barbara


OUTREACH MINISTRY 
We are pleased to report that our annual Blanket and Tool Sunday collection amounted to $412.00. Sincere thanks to each generous contributor. We ARE able to help make a difference in other's lives, as tools to build homes in America and repair villages are sent all over the world. Blankets are used at home in America and again, all over the world when natural disaster strikes. Each blanket 'costs' $5.00 and is a heavy blanket that not only doubles for warmth, but in some cases, is used for tent making and shelter. 

  The community food cupboard, housed in the office of St. John's distributes approximately 45 boxes of food per month to those in need. Our Easter distribution was 56 boxes, so our shelves again need to be replenished with non-perishables. 

Our shelves are stocked with donations from area churches, including ours, and the first Sunday of each month has been designated our 'time' to bring our non-perishables to church. There are many other churches in the Orwigsburg, Auburn,  McKeansburg/New Ringgold area who also contribute, and the need is always there as summer approaches and attendance may drop off due to vacations, etc. You may also bring your canned goods to the church office any time during the week. (See office hours listed in this newsletter)
Have you been able to view any United Church of Christ commercials on television??? They have resulted in many favorable comments, and we hope that our 'God is still speaking...' reference brings the message to each of us that we are constantly deepening our faith by reaching out into our communities. 
Outreach will sponsor a 'TAG SALE' (we affectionately are calling it an upscale yard sale) on Memorial Day this year. We have an opportunity to reach out to help students at Lancaster Seminary as they prepare to enter the ministry. These students are not eligible to receive student loans, as most college students are, so this will be a way that St. John's can extend the hand of Christian love. If you have any item(s) that you feel others may want to buy, we will price it fairly, and then the community will be able to 'shop' that day. If they item does NOT sell, we will kindly ask that you take it back. (in all seriousness, we would respectfully ask that you not bring us big appliances or furniture). There will be more details in our May newsletter and in upcoming church bulletins. 

The Orwigsburg Lions Club also sponsors their annual chicken bar-b-que that day, and the town of Orwigsburg comes out to watch the parade at 8 am, so Memorial Day 2005 will be a great way to stay home and celebrate 'little town America'!! 
Our Outreach Ministry meets monthly on the first Sunday at 7:45 pm. Please come and join us as we welcome new thoughts on how to reach out through our own membership and into the world. 

Parish Life
Thank you to all who helped with the making and packaging of the Easter candy. A very special THANK YOU to Elvena Reigel and Kathryn Heinbaugh!!! Without their devotion, the event would not have been a success! The candy sales event is one of Parish Life’s biggest fundraisers. Thanks to all who purchased and enjoyed our sweet treats. Candy sale profits were approximately $600.00 and the food sale profits from the John Hester business sale in March were $360.00. A special thanks to those who donated both time and food items.

The next event will be a roast beef dinner to be held April 16, 2005 in the Fellowship Center from 4-7 PM and is open to the public. 

We are in need of volunteers to help with the dinner and to make desserts. Please see Barbara Skelding 366-7354 or Toni Groff 366-0386. 

Parish Life sent out 20 goody boxes to our service personnel and college students to let them know we were thinking of them here at St. John's. 

The coffee hour is still in need of sponsors for our weekly coffee hour. The time after church is spent sharing joys, concerns and the fellowship of our great parish .Won't you please consider helping out on any given Sunday? The snacks can be very simple and coffee, tea, sugar and creamers is provided. We need simple finger desserts or pretzels and 1 or 2 varieties of cold drinks. 

Ask and you shall receive!! Wayne and Linda Hamilton have generously donated the remaining monies to repair the chimes. Bless you and Thank you ALL who so generously contributed to this needed repair in our beautiful church.

Next Parish Life meeting April 18, 7 pm in the Fellowship Center. 

The Property Committee of St. John’s meets on the FIRST Monday of each month at 7pm.  Please consider helping on this committee.  

Currently we are working on signs for the church to help visitors and new members find their way around the building. This may give a more welcoming appearance.  Also coming soon is SPRING CLEAN-UP! Watch in next month’s newsletter or your Sunday bulletin for the date and time. 

Our next meeting is April 4th at 7pm. Hope to see you there!
Steven Leymeister, a 19 year old Orwigsburg resident, is in Lehigh Valley Burn Center with third degree burns over 90% of his body. 

A fund has been established at First Federal Bank to assist in the arrest and conviction of the person/persons who may have committed this horrific crime. 

It is our hope to help raise enough funds to offer a significant reward. A box is in the Narthex to accept donations, or you may donate at any First Federal Bank branch.
DID YOU KNOW?
Have you ever read the Bible and wondered what some of the weights and measurements equal in 'today's world?' 
Weights: 
talent (60 minas) 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 

mina (50 shekels) 1 1/4 pounds or 0.6 kilogram 

shekel (2 bekas) 2/5 ounce or 11.5 grams 

pim (2/3 shekel) 1/3 ounce or 7.6 grams 

beka (10 gerahs) 1/5 ounce or 5.5 grams 

gerah 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram 





Boyer’s Food Market Tags are available in the church office or can be picked up from the small dish on the coffee table in the large Sunday School room.  Show it when you purchase groceries at any Boyer’s Food Market and a percentage of your total is given to St. John’s.  St. John’s donates the money earned from the blue key “tag” to Bethany Children’s Home in Womelsdorf, a UCC sponsored home. Each dollar makes a huge difference in helping our Bethany residents.

'God is still speaking,... 



when we discover 'who is my neighbor?' as Christians. 

Perhaps it's a person who would love a visit, a phone call, or an offer to run an errand. That person could be a new mother, a recent widow/widower, someone just home from the hospital, a family who has just lost their major source of income. 

We never really know just how kind and thoughtful a simple smile and a 'hello' can be at the grocery, post office, or standing in line at the bank. Sometimes it's just enough to brighten a corner in another person's life. 

Our 'outreach' in life can change 'outlooks' in life. Give it a try. 

We encourage any child or adult to send us poetry or short stories that we can publish in our monthly newsletter. This month's poem is from Gene Hess. 
SPRING
The trees with bare, sap filled branches 

Stand to greet the bright warm Sun of early Spring 

Like half-starved hostages newly released 

They stand simply quietly, waiting water and warmth. 

So too, must we emerge from the trials of life              

Stripped bare, but quietly courageous           

Ready to begin anew        

Reborn!                

YOUTH NEWS
Movie night will be Friday, April 15 from 6:30-8:30 PM. Please come and join in the fun. Bring your favorite pillow, sleeping bag and a friend!! 

I also need a couple adult helpers, so please call me at 366-0861. 

Thank you, 

Vicki Jones 

Girl Scout Sunday on March 6 was great!  Not only did the Girl Scouts participate in our service, but their families filled our pews with new faces. Thanks and you are all welcome anytime!

St. John's Sunday school children made their newspaper palms and paraded around the sanctuary on Palm Sunday, adding to the story of Jesus' ride into Jerusalem. Thank you teachers for your time and dedication to Christian education for infants-teens. 
The annual Easter Pageant will be held during the worship service on April 3. Please plan to attend to see our children help all of us realize that Jesus said 'Let the little children come unto me.'  This years pageant is a comedy titled Wabbits, Eggs, and Weasons for Easter. You won’t want to miss it! 

A recent poll in the teen Sunday school class, shows that our teens are very interested in a variety of subjects from helping in our food pantry, to good sportsmanship, to having more church sponsored events and field trips. There are wonderful opportunities for us to work side-by-side and help these terrific teens become a vital part of St. John's ministry in our community. Please don't hesitate to 'step up the plate' and make suggestions, volunteer to help, and keep this group actively interested in attending church. 

Please see Jamie Barton or Susan McCartney. 

i 
Next scheduled trip will be to the museum on April 17th following church.  All Teens are invited to attend. Parent drivers may be needed.

Pentecost Sunday is May 15th. In addition to Holy Communion, this year’s confirmands will become members of our church and undergo the Rite of Confirmation. These teens have been studying very hard and will be ready to confirm their faith during the 10 am service. 



There will be a summer camp Open House held at Camp Mensch Mill on April 24 from 1-3 pm. St. John's will sponsor a camper for ½ the cost of the camping experience. Brochures are now available on the table in the large Sunday school room. 
You can also get Camp information online at www. psec. org.  Spots available for each camp, as well as a brief description can be found online. You can also register and pay your deposit online.

Health Ministry 

Bicycle Safety Rodeo  ADVANCE \d 5
St. John's United Church of Christ and the Eastern Regional EMS (Emergency Medical Services) Council are co-sponsoring a Bicycle Safety Rodeo at St. John's on Saturday, May 7. 

The event will be held from 11am to 2 pm. Children will have the opportunity to learn about bicycle safety, have their bikes and helmets checked for safety, actually ride through a bicycle safety course, and have the opportunity to win prizes. Registration will be limited and the whole community will be invited so contact Kay Jones (366-1333) as soon as possible to register.

Commuter Bible Study  ADVANCE \d 5
This is the second call for anyone interested in a Bible study that you do in your car. We have about 7 people already part of the group. So, if you have any interest, call Kay at 366-1333.

In Spring, a Young Man's Fancy Turns to...ALLERGIES!  ADVANCE \d 5
Come and learn the latest on allergies and their treatment at St. John's on April 7 at 6 pm. Dr. Rajendra Singh will be our guest speaker as Pottsville Hospital presents a community CHAT on this remarkably common problem. Come join us and bring your friends. For more information call Kay Jones at 366-1333.

Please remember all of St. John's members who may be medically or spiritually in need of our prayers.

ALSPACH, Emma

     366-0763

    218 S. Warren St.

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2118

BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8741

    9 Reading Dr. Apt. 206

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2026

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

DIBENEDETTE, Thelma

     366-2999

    1000 Manor Rd

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1303

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 374-0300

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

MILLER, Leroy


621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216

SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)


366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     345-4075

    11 High St.

    School Yard Square

    Pine Grove, PA 17963-1007



APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
7 - Larry & Leisha Hoffman        
Dr. Jeff & Barb Marrongelle 

10 - David & Lori Reis  

15 - Ady & Darline Darosh        

27 - David & Deb Hartranft

30 - Bill & Barbara Berger         


 1 - Andrew  Miller        


Benjamin Reinert

 3 - Chris Darosh         

 5 - Kristine Berger


Alex Gosch         

 9 - Mary Jane Miller         

11 - Jimmy  Moore          

12 - Eileen Rump           

13 - Judy Vacula 

14 - Bill   Berger

15 - David   Hartranft      Russel Webber         
Kristy   Fisher         


16 - Roxanne Hoffman        
Craig Moyer          


Tricia Wagner         

17 - Stefanie Hoffman

22 -Connie Kirby     

25 - Sarah Hartman 


Ivan Pryor       

27 - Jeffrey  Jones, Jr.    

28 - Michelle  Sterner

29 - Alison Daniels
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