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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
33 Little Mt Rd.

New Ringgold, PA 17960

pathais@earthlink.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@infionline.net

President of Consistory

Tom Kramer
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@infionline.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
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Altar Guild

Betty Dunkel

Head Usher
Edna Hart

Date
Acolyte
Altar Flowers
Nursery Att.

Jan. 02
Samantha Deibert
Bob and Paulette Peters
Sharon Pryor

Jan. 09
Kayla Moore
Russell Webber
Sharon Pryor

Jan. 16
Kelsey Thompson
Marlene and Ken Schneck
Kim Bonner

Jan. 23
Kayla Moore
Connie and Wes Kirby
Linda Rice

Jan. 30
Kelsey Thompson
----------
Linda Rice


The tower chimes have been repaired. The cost was $375 over what was
collected in the fundraiser. 

If anyone would like to make a donation, this
would be greatly appreciated.


+  *
GOD IS STILL SPEAKING....

We offer special Thanks!
Jeb and Edna Hart have spent weeks as organizers of the local food pantry (housed in St. John's) so that needy families in the Orwigsburg, Auburn, New Ringgold areas could have a brighter holiday season. 

When you see them, please give a well -deserved pat on the back. 

Come join in the hard, but rewarding work, each month. Always room for more!!!
Many 'beautiful' thanks to Don Jones and his wonderful crew - Peg & Jerry Berger, Lorraine Jones, Bobbie Ann & Shep Kimmel, Joan & Bob Koehler  - for our sanctuary decorations which enhance our Christmas worship each year. Also Paulette Peters who watered the flowers! 

Also thanks for all the extra hours of work by Eva Cresswell, church secretary and Andy Perzel, church sexton. Their behind -the- scenes hours are never given enough credit, but we certainly DO appreciate all that each of these faithful employees does for St. John's. 

The thanks to our choir, guest or member musicians should be weekly, not just at the Christmas season. So please remember to tell someone just how much the music program adds to our worship each week. 

Our resident clown, Schmo, (Jim Moyer) added smiles with his Christian message to the children and congregation on December 12. Thanks Schmo. 

The children of St. John's put their hearts into the annual Christmas pageant and certainly did not disappoint us!! Many thanks to everyone for their hard work, hours of practice, costumes and props. What a wonderfully modern presentation, telling the ageless story of the birth of Christ. 

St. John's Consistory gives us countless hours of meetings, preparations for communion, and 'house' duties that many of us do not realize happen, while we simply attend church. Please lend a hand to Consistory members when you see or read of a need!! All help is greatly appreciated. 


NEWS FROM/ABOUT OUR MEMBERS:
Dear family and friends: 

My daughter Connie suffered a slight brain hemorrhage, but fortunately it was between the brain and the skull, so there is no impairment. She is gaining strength and energy and plans to return to work at Friends Center in Philadelphia at the beginning of January. We thank God for her recovery. 

A lot of prayers and my increasing growth of faith have brought me through the loss of Gil and a number of personal health problems. The loving concern of my loyal family has given me support and purpose for living. 

On June 23, I became a great-grandmother - a cute little girl. 

May you find joy and hope and peace in this blessed Christmas season, and may your New Year bring good health and fulfillment. 

Love, 

Emma Bartholomew

Dear friends, 

I am so grateful for being remembered at the holidays by so many of you and send my thanks. 

As a new great-grandmother to Katie Elizabeth Kaufmann (my granddaughter and her husband's 3rd child), I share the joy with this announcement. 

Thank you for your continued visits, cards, and phone calls. 

Love, 

Laura Kauffman

Thank you for sharing the weekly bulletins with me. 


Janet Smith
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia given to me from the visiting ladies. I appreciate their thoughtfulness. 

Emma Alspach 


_
Sarah Hartman has been awarded the John R. Miller Nursing Scholarship for her education at West Chester University.  This yearly scholarship is open to any Blue Mountain graduate and provides funds to students enrolled in schools of advanced education in the fields of Nursing. It was established through the will of Mr Miller, a member of St. John’s who died in 1998. Interested applicants for this year should contact Paulette Peters for more info 
Throughout the six-county council area, Girl Scout cookies will be sold by individual Girl Scouts and at local troop Cookie Shops until March 18, 2005 at a price of $3.50 per box. (orders are taken in January) 




· 
Facts to remember: 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program is the nations' premier entrepreneurship program enabling girls to develop a variety of skills they will use throughout their lives. 

All of the proceeds from the Girl Scout Cookie Program remain locally and benefit girls directly by the portion shared with troops/groups selling and indirectly by subsidizing the cost of providing the Girl Scout Program in the local area. 

�God Is Still speaking,
“Never place a period where God has placed a comma”




-Gracie Allen

God Is Still Speaking...

Through St. John’s 

Outreach Ministry
The Outreach Ministry has had an exciting year! 

Outreach continues with its duties of supplying those in need through missions, benevolent institutions (local, national and international), and involving St. John's in community activities and concerns. We promote evangelical activities by inviting other area residents to join our church and participate with us in Christian worship and fellowship. We remain part of the local Ministerium. 

The national United Church of Christ initiative 'God is Still Speaking, is in full swing and has elicited many varied, yet positive responses. Major tv networks refused to air the UCC commercial ad, and this refusal resulted in 100,000,000 responses to the UCC website!! 

Pantry use continues to increase, which is a direct reflection of our local economy. We are very grateful for all the generosity of our church family at St. John's, 6 other area churches who contribute, Boy and Girl Scouts, United States Post Office and area citizens. A record 63 boxes of food were distributed in November and 67 in December. 

Please consider joining this active part of St. John's on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in the church office. 

ALSPACH, Emma

     366-0763

    218 S. Warren St.

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2118

BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8686

    9 Reading Dr. #I-011

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2026

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

DIBENEDETTE, Thelma

     366-2999

    1000 Manor Rd

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1303

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 374-0300

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

MILLER, Leroy

621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216

SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)

366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     345-4075

    11 High St.

    School Yard Square

    Pine Grove, PA 17963-1007

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING....

Through Parish Life....

      Thank you for your support for the filling project to those who helped with the preparation and those who ordered the potato filling. We realized a $191.00 profit. Good job to all involved.
Our next project will be frozen meat pies for $7.00 each. An order form is on this pageand in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 



Please sign up, to sponsor the weekly coffee hour, on the coffee table in the large gathering room. Ask a friend to help you with one.  

175th ANNIVERSARY 2006  Fund raisers
· 
Wooden blocks with our church’s likeness screen printed on the front and Mission statement and history on back are still available for $20 every Sunday or by contacting Barb Skelding at 366-7354. We have also placed Church blocks at Sheila’s Flower Shop (Sheila Deibert), Sister’s shop on the Square ( Ruthann Moyer and Susan McCartney), Bear Creek Candle Shop on the Square( Lori Reis), and The Garden Shop on  Route 61 (Toni Groff) for your convenience. 

· 
The Gethsemane Stainglass Window ornaments are also still available for $15  every Sunday. We have sold over half of the quantity ordered in only one month.

· 
Start thinking about a creative way to represent your family on a 10 inch square surface as part of the Church Quilt that will be completed and hung in our large gathering room adjacent to the Sanctuary.  Squares will be available soon for only $10.00. Be a part of your church’s history!

Have any great ideas for celebrating our 175th Anniversary? Come to our next meeting and share them with us at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday night of the month.  

Personal thanks 
from Jim and Susan McCartney:

To our friends and church members who have been so kind in asking us about our friends in Thailand and of course, St. John's missionary friend, Meria Jokinen, we are pleased to tell you that the recent tsunami has not taken any lives that we are connected with.

However, each one of our friends has been affected in some way, as they continue to move forward after this horrific display of Mother Nature at her worst.

Our suggestion if you would care to donate funds, is to follow the United Church of Christ suggestion found on this page of our newsletter.


Please read


St. John’s Healthy News
enclosed with this issue 

of our church newsletter




Southern Asia 

Disaster Response

The United Church of Christ working with Church World Service and Action by Churches Together will be undertaking an emergency response to the areas affected by tidal waves in the Indian Ocean.   We will focus support especially in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India including shelter and hygiene materials.  


How you can help:
C

Pray for the people of south and south east Asia; those who have lost their loved ones; those injured and homeless; those engaged in relief and rehabilitation work..

C

Make a donation, cash or check payable  to St. John’s and marked for: Asia Tidal Waves in the memo portion, and mail to the church or place in the offering plate at worship on any Sunday.

These funds will be passed on to Wider Church Ministries in Cleveland, OH and with assistance from One Great Hour of Sharing will assist our partners in Asia.  This offering will continue through the month of January.   Thank you.  

�


�


God Is Still Speaking.......


Spread his word through a visit or letter to some of our members






