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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

bjslandworks@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.



FEBRUARY 26TH 
February 2006
Altar Guild - Wendy Wheeler

Head Usher  - Linda Greenwell





Date
Acolyte
Altar Flowers
Nursery Att.

02/05
Tyler Hartranft
Emma Kohr
Deb Hartranft

02/12
Aaron Kohr
Toni Groff
Mardelle Deibert

02/19
Kayla Moore
George & Debbie Wagner
Linda Rice

02/26
Devan Stortz
Jim & Karen Fridirici
Sheila Deibert

Note to all members: we invite you to send us any 'news' you would like to share with the congregation and friends of St. John's. You can phone, send a written note, or an email (see front page for listings).
THANK YOU 

to/from members & friends:
Sincere thanks for the hard work and computer knowledge of Darline, Chris and Craig Darosh. Our Annual Report packets contained a calendar of events to be held during 2006 to celebrate our 175th anniversary. Each photo of our beautiful stained glass windows lets God's light shine on us as we gather together to become more 'continuing history' in the life of St. John's. 

Many thanks to everyone who so generously contributed to the January collection of $485 for Church World Service, providing funds for tools and blankets around the world and in our own country. People in remote villages continue to die of hypothermia , so a warm blanket is an enormous gift. Tools are vital to reconstruction of homes lost during floods, fires, and  mudslides. USA Hurricane Katrina victims received help from Church World Service in the first few days after this 'at home' disaster. Single mothers of young children who are widowed because of wars find new hope through your donations, as they become self-sufficient with the purchase of a sewing machine. The list is endless. 

“...for behold, the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” Luke 17:21

Thank you, St. John's, for the December donation of warm hats, gloves/mittens and socks for women and children at the Schuylkill Women in Crisis center. Thank you for opening your heart to help end domestic violence.

  ADVANCE \d 5Thank you to both Donna and Bonnie and our great choir for providing beautiful music each week during our worship service. One recent Sunday, as the choir sang of 'Shine Jesus, Shine', I looked at the stained glass window and it was brilliant with HIS love. 

-Signed, a shy but grateful member
Yoga classes are now being held on Tuesday evening from 6:30-8 pm. Please note time change. 
HAPPY 300th BIRTHDAY, Ben Franklin. Born January 17, 1706. 
MUSIC & WORSHIP MINISTRY

We received orders for a total of 174 hymnals. The Emma Alspach memorial fund will be used to bring our order to 205. Many thanks to all of you who contributed. We should be receiving the Worship and Rejoice hymnals in early March so that we can greet the Lenten season with songs new and old.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

  Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.   1 John 4: 7-8

Consider this a love letter and a Valentine from St. John’s.  February is a good time to reflect on love, since Valentine’s Day falls in the middle of a frozen month to warm us with messages of love. Sometimes we also need reminders of God’s love.  When life deals us a lousy hand--  bills pile up, sickness haunts us, and relationships go sour-- it is hard to remember that God is love and God loves us.   If this is how God treats his friends, who needs God?!


There is no easy reply.  There is no quick answer.  There is the company of faithful friends and the daily miracles of sunrise, birdsong and moonlight.  There is the fragile feather of hope that keeps us going one more day, AND there is the Bible, which has lasted 2000 years by telling the story of God who loves us so much and proved it by risking relationship with us in Jesus Christ.  In Christ, God took on our sufferings, pain, torment. In Christ, God faced our betrayal and loved us still.  God is committed to the human race.  God loves us on our worst day and in our darkest night.  This is the Valentine we can receive everyday. 


Consider this a love letter and a Valentine from St. John, the church and the writer in scripture whose first letter is quoted above.  St. John has much to say about God’s love and about human love.  “We love because God first loved us....God is love....God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him....There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear....Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars....The commandment we have from God is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.” (1 John 4: 7-21 selected verses).  This year, the 175th anniversary of our congregation, please remember that you are loved and that you are missed.   If you have not gathered with us for a while,  make this celebration year the reason to come back. If you have painful memories and resentment, let this be the opportunity to let go and let Jesus bring healing.  Come to be loved and to love.  Jesus asks us to love as he did, not just in words but in action, not in isolation but in community.  God knows we cannot do that perfectly, but if you find a church that does, let me know !  As we celebrate the past, let us also make peace with the past.  As we remember the past, let us also look with hope toward the future, not repeating our mistakes but growing in love, wisdom, faithfulness, joy, patience, self-control and all the gifts God longs to bestow upon us.  Come, worship and rejoice with us.  Come, love and be loved. 




Blessings,




Pastor Barbara


BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8741

    9 Reading Dr. Apt 206

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2022

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

BONNER, Ruth

     366-3815

    20 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

FAVREAU, Robert


628-6950


2200 First Ave


Providence Place


Pottsville, PA 17901-2065

KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 373-1560

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

KIMMEL, Laura & Leroy (Pat)

    366-8544

    Pinebrook Personal Care Center

    2 Woodbridge Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961


MILLER, Leroy


621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216

SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)


366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     695-3141

    Tremont Health & Rehab Center

   44 Donaldson Rd Rm 305


Tremont, PA 17981
 
 ADVANCE \d 5Health Ministry 
February is Heart Month 
For those of you online, please give yourself a valentine by going to www.americanheart.org. This is the American Heart Association's website. It contains information and interactive programs including a 12 week exercise guide called Choose to Move. Get heart healthy this month with the American Heart Association. 

Shawl Ministry 
It is not too late to become involved in the Shawl Ministry group. Making shawls to wrap people in love is a great way to spend some time in the cold winter months. Call Kay for information 366.1333 

Putting the Psalms Back in the Bible 
It is time to call Kay (366.1333) if you are interested in the Lancaster Seminary study program for Lent, Putting the Psalms Back in the Bible. All are invited to participate. We will be going to the seminary for 2 sessions but you do not have to go to the seminary to participate. A discussion group on the Psalms will be meeting on Thursday evenings during Lent at St. John's. It is an opportunity for growth and fellowship. Please join us.
@ SAINT JOHN’S
March 1  - Ash Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service

March 15 - Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service

March 29 - Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service


@ SALEM UMC 
March 8 - Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service

March 22 - Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service

April 5 - Wednesday
6pm Soup & sandwich

7 pm Worship Service

OUTREACH MINISTRY: 

         Every month we thank members and friends for donating to the local food pantry,  housed at St. John's office.  We feel it is nice to do this because we are giving gifts far beyond a small helping hand of food. The pantry is a local source of information that varies -  from invitations to attend local churches, to medical information and help that is available throughout the county. Most often we have no idea of just how far our  mission “to reach out into our local community” may go. We may touch a child or a family with a life-changing effect. So we continue to ask for your support and prayers that this vital outreach may continue. 


The panty is always in need of staples like cereal, peanut butter and jelly, canned meats, stews, soups, canned fruits and vegetables, spam, instant potatoes, rice, tuna, macaroni & cheese and paper products. Every 1st Sunday of the month we collect donations at church or you may deliver your donation to the office during regular hours.


Also, as another part of Outreach, by scanning your Boyer's Market 'key tag' at the checkout,  1% is returned to the church for the benefit of Bethany Children's Home, a UCC sponsored home for orphans and children in need of guidance. If you need a key tag, please check the table in the large Sunday school room where the coffee pot is located. 

May God continue to bless you. 
175th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

We are very pleased to be working on some final details for this special year in the life of  St. John's. We hope you are enjoying the calendar that was enclosed with your annual report packet.  Please refer to it often for all the dates and events planned for the year. More details of upcoming events will also be given throughout the year during the announcements made at church  and in future newsletters.


Marie Deibert is putting together scrap books of our history.  If you have any old photos to share, now is the time to have these included. Please phone Marie at 366-1232. 


We have a display of items for sale in the large Sunday school room. Each Sunday someone is there to answer any questions . Please purchase an item or two and have them become part of your family history as we proudly move into this year of celebration. 


Our first event will be on Palm Sunday - April 9th. We will congregate on Washington Street at the site of our first church building and walk to our present building for the worship service and Palm Sunday Cantata. 


You are always invited to join us for the monthly Anniversary planning meetings every 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 pm. 

A PAGE FROM OUR HISTORY FILES: 

(text taken exactly as it was written, including spelling!) 

THE PASTORAL - January/February 1913 

A New Year's Thot 

From Henry Van Dyke 

To be glad of life because it gives you the chance to love and to work and to play and to look up at the stars; 

To be satisfied with your possessions but not contented with yourself until you have made the best of them; 

To despise nothing in the world except falsehood and meanness, and to fear nothing except cowardice; 

To be governed by your admirations rather than by your disgusts; 

To covet nothing that is your neighbor's except his kindness of heart and gentleness of manners; 

To think seldom of your enemies, often of your friends, and every day of Christ; and 

To spend as much time as you can with body and spirit in God's out-of-doors. 

These are little guide-posts on the foot-path to peace. 
PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
We are very pleased to see some new faces signing up for the weekly snacks we serve at our coffee hour after church. Please remember the snacks do not have to be homemade and you need to supply a cold drink also. The church provides the coffee, tea, creamers, napkins. If you have not recently signed up, perhaps the upcoming months Feb. or March would be a good time for you! We always seem to have a great time visiting with old friends and meeting new ones after church. Please stay and join us on Sundays. 

Parish Life is very actively involved with the 175h Anniversary celebrations beginning to take place at St. John's.  Look for dates and activities that may interest you and plan to enjoy this wonderful year as a congregation. 

Parish Life meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  Please join us!

NEWS FROM OUR YOUTH: 

As our youth continue to become excited about our Sunday School program and become regular attendees, they often have some wonderful insights as to what they are grateful for in their lives, and it's not always about church. Their enthusiasm naturally rubs off on all those around them. Here are a few 'interviews' recently conducted to ask them what they are thankful/excited/happy about. 

) Brett Moore was excited that he would be 11 years old on Jan. 23 

) Emily Stumpf was happy that she too would be 11 on Feb. 4 

) Jack Barton likes when the Sunday school classes have a cooking class 

) Jacquelynne Letcher liked learning about the 3 Kings in Sunday school ,

that she has a cell phone, and making crafts. 

) Debbie Moyer, teacher, was excited to be celebrating her birthday on Feb. 5,

but didn't mention her age!! Just smiled. 

) Abigail Nixon was happy to have a cell phone 

and to learn about the gifts of the 3 Kings. 

She and Jacquelynne asked me if I knew 

that frankincense is made from the sap of the tree? 

All the children seemed to love the graham cracker mangers that they made during Advent, and the play that they presented about the birth of Jesus to the congregation. 

As they continue their studies on Jesus and his disciples, they will move into the teachings of Jesus during Lent. 



PAGEANT


Sunday 


April 23rd
The Easter pageant will be presented to the congregation on April 23, so please mark your calendars for that wonderful event, when we all learn through the ageless story told by our children. 
In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the Earth and populated the Earth with broccoli, cauliflower and spinach, green and yellow and red vegetables of all kinds, so Man and Woman would live long and healthy lives. 

Then using God's great gifts, Satan created Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream and Krispy Creme Donuts. And Satan said, "You want chocolate with that?" And Man said, "Yes!" and Woman aid, "and as long as you're at it, add some sprinkles." And they gained 10 pounds. And Satan smiled. And God created the healthful yogurt that Woman might keep the figure that Man found so fair. And Satan brought forth white flour from the wheat, and sugar from the cane and combined them. And Woman went  from size 6 to size 14. 

So God said, "Try my fresh green salad." And Satan presented Thousand-Island Dressing, buttery croutons and garlic toast on the side. And Man and Woman unfastened their belts. God then said, "I have sent you heart healthy vegetables and olive oil in which to cook them." And Satan brought forth deep fried fish and chicken-fried steak so big it needed its own platter. And Man gained more weight and his cholesterol went through the roof. God then created a light, fluffy white cake, named it "Angel Food Cake," and said, "It is good." Satan then created chocolate cake and named it "Devil's Food." 

God then brought forth running shoes so that His children might lose those extra pounds. And Satan gave cable TV with a remote control so man would not have to toil changing the channels. And Man and Woman laughed and cried before the flickering blue light and gained pounds. 

 Then God brought forth the potato, naturally low in fat and brimming with nutrition. And Satan peeled of f the healthful skin and sliced the starchy center into chips and deep-fried them. And man gained pounds.

God then gave lean beef so that Man might consume fewer calories and still satisfy his appetite. And Satan created McDonald's and its 99-cent double cheeseburger. Then said, "You want fries with that?" And Man replied, "Yes! And super size them!" And Satan said, "It is good." And Man went into cardiac arrest. God sighed and created quadruple bypass surgery. Then Satan created HMOs.

Give me a sense of humor, God; Give me the grace to see a joke.

To get some humor out of life, and pass it on to other folks.


'Love Notes'... 

"If you want to learn to love better, then you should start with a friend who you hate." Nikka, age 6 

"Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know each other so well." Tommy, age 6 

"Love is when mommy gives daddy the best piece of chicken." Elaine, age 5 

"During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at all the people watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore." Cindy, age 8.


MEAT PIE ORDER FORM

We will need helpers 
CMake  & roll out pie dough  9:00am - Wednesday - Feb. 15th 
CComplete meat pies  6-9:00pm - Thursday Feb. 16th / 3-6 pm Thursday Feb. 16th 





TURKEY OR BEEF


*UNBAKED ONLY*
Pick up date - Friday - Feb 17th 3-6 pm

Order deadline - Sunday - Feb 12th 
DESCRIPTION
NO. PIES



TURKEY




BEEF 



Total pies ordered



Cost each
x $7.00


Total amount due 

at pick up




Name: _______________________________________
Phone # _________________

Place order in collection box during coffee hour or

Mail this form to the church office: 

PO Box 216, Orwigsburg, PA 17961
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