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January 2006


St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

bjslandworks@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ
 As a Christ centered congregation we strive:

To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.

January 2006
Altar Guild - Dottie Moore, Betty Dunkel

Head Usher  - Tom Wheeler


January 8th Preparers: Barb Marrongelle, Bob Koehler

Element Bearers: Barb Marrongelle, Linda Greenwell

Servers: Mike Nye, Toni Groff, Edna Hart, 

John Jones, Tony Rice

Date
Acolyte
Altar Flowers
Nursery Att.

01/01
DeVan Stortz
Bob & Paulette Peters
Sue Kramer

01/08
Jeffrey Stumpf
Russell Webber
Linda Rice

01/15
Kelsey Thompson
Marlene & Ken Schneck
Barb Marrongelle

01/22
Brendan Harley
Wes & Connie Kirby
Chris Long

01/29

Ryan Foster
Bill & Elaine Miller
Lori Moore













Note to all members: we invite you to send us any 'news' you would like to share with the congregation and friends of St. John's. You can phone, send a written note, or an email (see front page for listings).

THANKS...

     It was so wonderful for the opportunity to get back to St. John's, which has so many poignant memories in my life file. 
     It was a happy occasion, and the sanctuary looks beautiful. Many thanks to Don Jones and his crew.

Sincerely, 

Emma Bartholomew

I was very happy to return to St. John's at Christmas and to see the Christmas pageant on December 18. It was nice to visit with so many friends.
Sincerely,

Laura Kauffman
I'm sending a GREAT BIG thanks to all of my St. John's family who sent cards, brought me meals, or visited me after my recent surgery. Special thanks for all the sincere thoughts and prayers, as they continue to help me with my recovery. 

Sincerely, 
Toni Groff



    The Newsletter team sincerely thanks everyone for their input each month. We have a very active church and we are proud to be able to mail information that may help someone with times/dates/locations of meetings and overall stories/reports that show just how active we continue to be in our community as well as in our congregation. 

     We wish everyone at St. John's and our friends on the mailing list a very healthy new year. 

Most sincerely, 

Susan McCartney, Bobbi Jo Foster, Eva Cresswell 

  If you attended church during the Christmas holiday season, you know just how very beautiful our sanctuary was decorated. The volunteer crew who does such a 'professional job' is headed by Don Jones. This year the helpers were: Peg and Jerry Berger, Lorraine Jones, Bobbi Ann and Shep Kimmel, Joan and Bob Koehler, Don and Marilyn Rubinkam, Jim Moyer, Barb Marrongelle. Paulette Peters has faithfully watered all poinsettias. Andy Perzel, our sexton, is always a big help also. If you see any of these church members, stop to give them an extra thanks for enhancing our sanctuary and perhaps bringing special meaning to you as you worshiped during Advent.

New Year's greetings from our Consistory president: 

     As we end 2005 and begin a new year, we look back and realize that each year in our church life brings great joy and often great sadness, as we lose loved ones in our families and our congregation. 

     On behalf of St. John's Consistory, I extend to each of you wishes for a very happy and healthy 2006. We will continue to grow strong through our faith in the Lord and our support of each other. I pray that we each find new growth and understanding as we experience our own faith journey. 

Sincerely, 

John R. Jones 

Health Ministry
Health Ministry News:

Your Inquiring Mind Wants to Know!!!

See your January St. John’s Healthy News  for fast breaking news:
$ People Being Wrapped in Love 

$ Dancing Grannies

$ Secret Valentines

$ Praise in Darkness

$ Managing Meds

$ Psalms Back in the Bible!

$ Making Families Strong

$ Congregations Networking

Get it all in St. John’s Healthy News 
P.S. Wash Your Hands

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Scott Aaron Skelding

born December 6, 2005

in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Parents are

Scott & Blimy Skelding,

Paternal grandparents are 

Barb & Squire Skelding,

Great-grandmother Kathryn Hainbaugh.

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Please remember all of St. John’s members who may be medically or spiritually in need of our prayers.
BARTHOLOMEW, Emma

     (610) 927-8741

    9 Reading Dr. Apt 206

    Wernersville, PA 19565-2022

BINDLEY, Flossy (Mrs. Florence)

     366-0870

    36 Applewood Circle

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2329

 DAROSH, Ady

     366-0245

    226 Grove St

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1902

FAVREAU, Robert


628-6950


2200 First Ave


Providence Place


Pottsville, PA 17901-2065


KAUFFMAN, Laura

     (610) 373-1560

    Country Meadows Of Wyomissing

    1800 Tulpehocken Rd

    Reading, PA 19610-1240

KIMMEL, Laura & Leroy (Pat)

    366-8544

    Pinebrook Personal Care Center

    2 Woodbridge Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961


MILLER, Leroy


621-7200

    160 Red Horse Rd Room 107

    Luther Ridge

    Pottsville, PA 17901-4216

SHUTTLESWORTH, Catherine (Kay)

     385-0331

    Rest Haven Unit 3A-Rm 313

    401 U University Dr

    Sch. Haven, PA 17972-2212

SMITH, Janet

     (717) 600-1347

    63 Morningside Drive

    York, PA 17402-2617

SMITH, Polly (Mrs. Annetta)


366-2084

    300 Second Mt Road

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9007

SMITH, Dolly

     366-0635

    930 Elizabeth Drive

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-1506

WEBBER, Russell

     366-2446

    129 S Warren St Apt B

    Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2115

WILDERMUTH, Evelyn

     695-3141

    Tremont Health & Rehab Center

   44 Donaldson Rd Rm 305


Tremont, PA 17981

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
     Our annual Christmas Family Dinner was held this year on December 11 and not only was the food delicious, but Connor Staskell, the young magician who performed for us was very entertaining. 

     Parish Life Ministry will be in full gear to start 2006. Please join us as we help with all the anniversary celebrations for St. John's 175th year. Every single member is making history for the next generation. 

     We hold meetings the second Tuesday of every month (unless stated otherwise) in the Fellowship Center at 7 pm. Everyone is surely welcome. 

     We also invite anyone to 'sign up' to sponsor a coffee hour after any church service each week. There is a sign up board on the table in the large Sunday school room. Parish Life supplies the coffee, tea, creamer, cups. We ask that a sponsor provide a simple snack, including one or two cold drinks, for those who wish to stay and visit after the 10 am church service. This snack does not have to be homemade. The coffee hour provides a nice fellowship for those who stay and we meet many new faces that way!! 

Thank you, 

Toni Groff 
Music & Worship Ministry

     Music & Worship Ministry thanks all the volunteers who have helped throughout the year of 2005.  Everyone listed on the first page of the Newsletter each month as nursery attendants, Altar guild, Communion helpers, acolytes, head ushers, and altar flower sponsors are all volunteers and are greatly appreciated.  

     We look forward to another great year in 2006 and welcome you to volunteer to help make our Sunday services the success they have been in the past.
     Please let me extend a big THANK YOU to the Chancel Choir for all the hard work that was put into the music for the Advent program and Christmas Eve service. I look forward to another year of working together in providing music for St. John's.   Also, a very special thank you to Judy Miller for directing the choir for these two special events.  Judy's hard work and her time spent in preparation were very much appreciated, resulting in fine programs.  Please join me in thanking members of the choir and bell choir for all the time and dedication they willingly give to provide the music program at St. John's. 


Donna Spotts

Stewardship Ministry
What’s Bleak in Midwinter?


As we roll up to congregational meeting time, we worry a bit about THE BUDGET, and how we are going to meet THE BUDGET.  Oil prices are not going to be less than they were in 2005.  Office supplies, church insurance, cleaning products, and even sheet music keep edging up in price.  It’s hard for us to maintain far less move forward.


Is THE BUDGET a collection of line items carefully tailored to meet our needs or is it an expression of our MISSION to the wide world?  How much should we maintain? And how much should we reach out?  Conference requested that we pledge $13,500 for basic support to Our Church’s Wider Mission.  Outreach Ministry and Stewardship Ministry both recommended to our Consistory that we pledge $11,000.  Consistory, however, voted to pledge $7,000 to Our Church’s Wider Mission.  Fear of rising costs, not meeting THE BUDGET and not being able to maintain our level of giving certainly fueled that decision.


A few years ago when we gathered to analyze our MISSION, when we gathered to assess what we were doing right and what we were doing wrong, when we gathered to write a church profile, when we gathered to seek a new pastor, we pointed proudly to our outreach MISSION.  We house the community food pantry, we offer our facilities to the Scouts and the Senior Citizens, and we meet our pledge to OCWM.  We don’t have to worry about calling a new pastor, because we are solid.  We are good with money.  We’ve been through tough times but know how to handle our money.


Now in the bleak midwinter of 2006, we are looking forward to a wonderful 175-year anniversary celebration, we have a new thriving Health Ministry and Minister, and a balanced 2005 BUDGET despite the fact that we pledged $11,000 for basic support to OCWM in 2005.  We had no Stewardship Campaign in November 2006, but we have been giving generously to hurricane victims, Lancaster Theological Seminary, needy local people as well as to our current expenses.  We need not fear to tithe, pledge, give or reach out. 

“What can I give Him, poor as I am?”  We can give our best.  That is our MISSION.

Anne I. Barton

Stewardship Ministry

The 175th Anniversary committee is pleased to announce that on January 8, there will be some items for sale or order in our 'church store'. The items (listed below) will be on the bookshelf in the large Sunday school room. Please stop by to view them, place your order, ask any questions. Someone will be on hand after each church service during the coffee hour to assist you. 


This is a truly exciting year in our church history, and we hope that you will participate in as many activities to celebrate our 175 years as you can.
175th Anniversary Planned Events- Circle these dates on your calendar 

and invite a friend.

$ 
April 9
Palm Sunday- Washington St Service and walk to St John’s for Easter Cantata

$ 
May 13
Catered Dinner Dance at the Country Club 

$ 
May 29 
(Memorial Day)  Cemetery Tour/ refreshments 

$ 
July 15th   Carnival- block party 
$ 
Aug 26th
Boy Scout Camp picnic & vespers— 

$ 
September 16th Dinner theater

$ 
October 14th Music night at St John’s 

$ 
November 26
Homecoming Church service with former pastors 
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The Church Store Includes:

1. Collectable St. John's church block with historical   information on back $20.00 
 

2. Pewtarex custom designed King George 6 3/4 inch diameter bread & butter plate matte finish with St John's United Church of Christ Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania 1831 -2006, 175th Anniversary dates, and likeness of the church $25.00 

3. Order forms for embroidered golf shirts with St. John's UCC Orwigsburg, PA and church likeness embroidered on pocket area in many colors adult sizes $29.99, 2xl,3xl,4xl $34.99 Children's t shirt with church decal $9.99 

4. Christmas balls burgundy, with gold St. John's church likeness $8.00 

5. St. John's cookbook $7.00 

6. Sponsorship forms for 175th Anniversary Gold Patron $100 gift, Silver Patron $ 75 gift, Bronze Patron $ 50 gift, Friend of St. John's $ 25 gift.

Outreach Ministry
      Our community food cupboard has been very busy in December. We served 78 families during this month. The area churches that are part of our cupboard (housed at St. John's) also divided up the names of families to purchase gifts for the children for Christmas. Names of course are never disclosed, just 'boy age 7, girl age 12', etc. but the response is always very nice and many children are given warm clothing and toys. Thank you to St. John's members who were able to respond to this request by taking a family request from our Christmas tree. 

     The cupboard is also helped by the Blue Mountain School students and we were delighted to receive many extra boxes of needed items this year. And our own members responded generously with our 'Make a Joyful Noise' collection during the month of November; proceeds were used to purchase personal needs and each family was provided with a zip lock bag stuffed with combs, toothbrushes, soaps, etc. 

      Remember that the first Sunday of each month at our church, we bring in needed canned goods and place them on the altar. Of course all donations are gratefully accepted any time during the month and can be taken directly to the church office. We are always in need of staples: peanut butter/jelly, canned soups and stews, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta and jars of spaghetti sauce, cereal, tuna, paper towels and toilet paper. 

     We applaud our congregation for carrying on this mission to reach out into our local community. 

God bless you. 

Jeb and Edna Hart

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY: 




A Big round of applause for the wonderful participants in the Christmas pageant. If you weren’t in Church, you missed a GREAT performance by the children and the adults who put on a wonderful play.

Regular Sunday School resumes on January 8th at 9am.

Happy New Year!

Yours for a laugh...
YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN!
     The life of the party . . . even if it lasts until 8 p.m.  I'm very good at opening child-proof caps with a hammer.  I'm usually interested in going home before I get to where I am going.  I'm awake many hours before my body allows me to get up. I'm smiling all the time because I can't hear a thing you are saying.  I'm very good at telling stories: over and over and over and over . . .   I'm aware that other people's grandchildren are not as cute as mine.  I'm so cared for - - long-term care, eye care, private care, dental care.  I'm not grouchy, I just don't like traffic, waiting, crowds, loud music, unruly kids, Toyota commercials, Tom Brokaw, Dan Rather, barking dogs, politicians and a few other things that I can't remember.  I'm sure everything I can't find is in a secure place.  I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and that's just my left leg. I'm having trouble remembering simple words like . . . .     I'm realizing that aging is not for wimps.  I'm sure they are making adults much younger these days and when did they let kids become policemen?  I'm wondering, if you are only as old as you feel, how could I be alive at l50? I'm a walking storeroom of facts. ..I've just lost the key to the storeroom door. 

YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN AND I THINK I AM HAVING THE TIME OF MY LIFE. 


Submitted by Ruth Emmert

     One Sunday in an Eastern Pennsylvania town, a young child was "acting up" during the morning worship hour. The parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in the pew but were losing the battle. 
     Finally, the father picked the little fellow up and walked sternly up the aisle on his way out. 
Just before reaching the safety of the foyer, the little one called loudly to the congregation, "Pray for me! Pray for me!"
     At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Johnny, a child in the kindergarten class, seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. 

     Later in the week his mother noticed him lying as though he were ill, and said. "Johnny what is the matter?" 

     Little Johnny responded, "I have a pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."


(Jokes found on Christiansunite.com website)
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