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St. John’s Word is published by and for the members and friends of St. John’s UCC, Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania. If ever you read this newsletter and notice an error or oversight, please notify the church office. Comments, articles, drawings and photos for inclusion in future issues may be sent to: 

Susan McCartney
pathais@earthlink.net

Bobbi Jo Foster

fosterbj@comcast.net

Pastor
Rev. Barbara Kershner

(570) 366-3876

pastorb4@verizon.net

President of Consistory

John Jones
Health Minister

Kay Jones

(570) 366-1333

kjones8022@aol.com
Church Secretary

Eva Cresswell
sjucc@verizon.net

Office (570)366-2255

Fax (570)-366-2274

Office Hours:
Monday 8am - 3pm

Thursday 8am - 3pm

Friday 8am - 12 Noon
The Mission Statement of 

St. John’s United Church of Christ

As a Christ centered congregation we strive:


To reach out with unconditional love and selflessness using our God given gifts to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian home.  


To provide opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
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[image: image1.wmf]Altar Guild - Peg Berger   

Head Usher  - Anne Barton

                      Communion Easter Sunday April 8
                          Preparers: Linda Greenwell, Judy Greenwell

                          Element Bearers: John Jones, Anne Barton

Servers: Jamie Barton, Jim Moyer, Tom Wheeler, Edna Hart, Barb Marrongelle, Don Rubinkam
Maundy Thursday Service April 5, Alex Gosch Acolyte

	Date
	Acolyte
	Altar Flowers
	Nursery Att.

	Palm Sunday4/1
	Jacquelynne Letcher
	Leanne Toth
	Kristin Greenawalt

	Easter 4/8 
	Alex 

Gosch
	Marie Deibert
	Susan McCartney

	 4/15
	Samantha Deibert
	Jeff & Vicki Jones
	Tina Kohr

	4/22
	Meghan Greenawalt
	Ricci & Sue Hartman
	Betty Dunkel

	4/29
	Samantha Deibert
	Wes & Linda Greenwell
	Bev Onuskanich


	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	


Member & Community News:
St. John’s members, feel free to share joys, concerns or condolences in this section monthly. Newsletter deadline for the May mailing will be April 15.  Please call the church office or email any articles.  See front page for email contacts.
The prayers of the church go out for Pastor Barbara and her family on the death of her father, Anthony Cernobyl, who died on March 13 at the age of 94. Services were held in Reading on Friday, March 16. 

We also extend sincere sympathy to the Peiffer and Tohill families, as they grieve the loss of D.J. Peiffer, who was tragically killed in an auto accident. 
[image: image3.wmf]We are pleased to share news from Judy & Joe Opalenick. Their son Joseph Opalenick has been hired by Exeter school system as head football coach and teacher of the high school special education children beginning August 2007.Joe has also been chosen as one of 5 recipients to be honored with the WGAL, TV Teacher Impact Award for Adams/York counties. Our 'congrats' to you, Joe. 

We extend sincere congratulations to Don and Lorraine Jones as they celebrate the birth of their first grandchild, Caitlin Olivia Bailey. Caitlin was born on March 15 at the Pennsylvania Hospital to their daughter, Cathy and her husband Jeffrey Bailey.


Hi Pastor Barbara, 

I am emailing you to say thank you for the nice care package that I received last week from the church. It has a lot of good candy and stuff in it that will be greatly enjoyed. Thank you so very much. 

[image: image4.wmf]Sincerely, Sarah Hartman
Parish Life Ministry, 
I just wanted to thank you for the St. John's care package you put together. That's a very thoughtful gesture, particularly for a chocoholic college student like me!
Peace, Seth Kershner 
[image: image5.wmf]Ethan Strouse Frantz, son of Glenn and Suzanne Frantz and brother of Anthony, will be christened during the 10 AM worship service on April 29. A private reception will follow in the Fellowship Center.

Ryan McCartney, son of Susan and Jim,  recently flew 2200 miles in a new helicopter from the Dallas, Texas area across Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and up the west coast of California to their home destination of Portland, Oregon. The trip took 5 days and there were weather and re-routing dilemmas during the long flight, but he and his flight partner, Jayson, are feeling great about this 'wonderfully unusual' accomplishment in their young lives as helicopter pilots. Ryan is Helicopter Program Manager of Hillsboro Aviation in Portland. 


ORWIGSBURG COMMUNITY NEWS: 

The Southern Schuylkill Handbell Festival will be held April 22 at 7 PM at the Orwigsburg Community Memorial Building. Hear more than 100 ringers playing handbells together under the direction of Rev. Tim Patterson. 

"MEALS ON WHEELS" NEEDS YOU......Help seniors in the Sch. Haven area remain in their homes by helping to prepare or deliver hot, nutritious meals at noon-time on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays. For more information, please phone 624-3023.

Youth event - There will be a progressive dinner for the youth of our church and other area churches on April 15. Please watch your bulletin or see Wendi Wheeler for further details. Parental help will be needed. 
APRIL 22 is Earth Day!!! 
Watch St. John's bulletins for an exciting children's sermon. And please continue to take care of our precious Earth....it's the ONLY ONE we have. 
[image: image6.wmf] Parish Life Ministry is currently seeking the names and addresses of any St. John's graduates for Spring 2007. Either high school or college students. Would you kindly contact Betty Dunkel at 366-4681 by April 30. 
Trip to Sacred Circles 

On February 16 and 17, three women from St. John's; Wendi Wheeler, Susan McCartney and Kay Jones, along with Tedi Cunningham spent 2 days at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. attending Sacred Circles. This woman's spirituality conference brings together about 900 women from many different faith groups from across the United States. Speakers from around the world presented ideas on topics such as reconciliation, God's abiding love, centering prayer, Buddist meditation, Jewish prayer, forgiveness, and many other wonderful spiritual practices. 

Susan writes: The entire two days was a wonderfully, refreshing experience for me. Not only is the Washington Cathedral breathtaking, but the planned activities and speakers were a joy! It's impossible to list all the positives, but I strongly encourage any women who would like to spend some time relaxing, giving their spirit a 'lift', and getting away from the normal routine, to consider looking ahead to next year when several of us hope to return. We hope that more women will join us on our next spiritual pilgrimage.
· 
The newsletter team is running a 'survey' and would like to hear from you. Please phone 943-2103 the day you read this newsletter. If the line is busy, try again or send an email to: pathais@earthlink.net if you care to.  Results to be posted in the May Newsletter.
ATTENTION CAMPERS!!! 
[image: image7.wmf]Registration forms and brochures for our conference camping program at Mensch Mill are available on the bulletin board in the large Sunday school room. Some of this year's experiences include: Mystery Week, Sports Week, Horse Back camp and Grandparent/Grandchild camp. Scholarships are available. 
Camp Dragonfly 2007 

Camp DragonFly is a free-of-charge weekend bearevement camp for children who have experienced the death of a family member. Since grieving children have unique needs, Camp Dragonfly is designed to allow them to express their feelings in a safe, fun-filled environment where they can learn coping skills, build self-confidence and share with other youngsters who have had a similar loss. For more information, call Cathie Davidavage at Pinnacle Health at 628.2290.
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SLIDE SHOW
Team Orwigsburg, our mission team to North Gulfport, Mississippi, will show a slide show of their trip and tell their stories if you can join them at St. John's Fellowship Center on Friday, April 20 at 7 PM. Light refreshments will be served. The public is invited.
[image: image10.wmf]BLESSINGS AND THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Dear Congregation of St. John's, 

Thank you all for your prayers, phone calls, cards, flowers and delicious food. My family and I have been richly blessed by your love and care at this time of loss. My father lived a good, long and faithful life and we miss him but rejoice at his new and peaceful life in the kingdom of God. Thank you for being there for me at this time. 
Blessings, Pastor Barb and family
Don Jones was recently recognized at the annual Leadership Banquet held at St. Paul’s Summer Hill.  Don was nominated for his service to Saint John’s as past Consistory President, chair of the decorating committee(Easter & Christmas) for 35 years, Nursery Board member for 20+ years, and chair of the 175th Anniversary Committee.  THANK YOU Don for your years of dedication to the LIFE of our church!

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

We have had lots of snow during this last month, which changed some scheduling for our Food Pantry distribution, but we are hopeful that by the time this newsletter reaches your home, the snow is gone and spring will be in full bloom!! Next scheduled Pantry distribution will be April 21 from 9AM-11AM. We are continually grateful for the generous donations of our St. John's members and of all the Orwigsburg area churches who contribute canned goods, money, and volunteer hours to continue to reach out to those less fortunate in our area. 

[image: image11.wmf]Women/girls of St. John's, please consider wearing a HAT to Sunday school/church on Mother's Day, May 13. We would like to honor our mother's, grandmother's and great-grandmother's that way. It can be a traditional 'church hat' or any hat that puts a smile on your face and makes you want to share that happiness with others. 
As always, we invite anyone to attend our monthly meetings, held at 7 PM in the church office the last Tuesday of each month. If you cannot attend but have some suggestions to pass along for the good of our Outreach ministry, please feel free to drop a note to Edna Hart at putchparents@yahoo.com or phone 366-3867.

[image: image12.wmf]
Health Ministry 

Please Give Blood 

On April 30, St. John's will host our second American Red Cross Blood Bank of the year. There are six blood banks in Orwigsburg over the course of the year so that a donor can give all 6 of their eligible times in the Orwigsburg community. St. John's, the Masonic Lodge and Schaeffer's Harley-Davidson are the three community sites. St. John's hosts the Blood Bank in February and April. Please give. The winter storms cut deeply into the supply of blood in our area. 

St. John's to host Senior Spelling Bee and Senior Idol Contest 
On April 12, St. John's will host an Older Adult spelling bee for adults 55 and older. Pottsville hosted the state finals in this event last year. Please contact Susan at 634-3018 at Diakon Community Services for Seniors to register. 

An added event this year will be a Senior Idol Contest. An audition for Schuylkill Senior Idol will be held at St. John's on April 12 at 7 PM. For more information, please call Susan at 624-3018. Everyone is welcome to attend.


ENERGY SAVING TIPS: 
Upgrade your thermostat. Make your heating system more efficient by switching to a programmable thermostat. "These are easy to install and the savings are huge," says Barbara K, author of Invest in your Nest (Rodale Press). "Set the thermostat to lower the heat automatically by 10 to 15 degrees when everyone is at work and school." Since programmable thermostats are digital, they are more accurate than manual models - and can warn you when your system is not working right. Cost: $100.00. Savings: The unit can pay for itself after just one year, a programmable thermostat can shave $100-$125 off your heating bills. Before you buy: Check energystar.gov for a list of certified models; most are available at Sears, The Home Depot and other home supply stores. 

(Family Circle Magazine article)

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?"


"No," replied David. "How could he, with just two worms?"


1 - Andrew Miller
     -Benjamin Reinert

2 - David Thompson
3 - Chris Darosh

5 - Kristine Berger
     -Alex Gosch
9 - Rick Siegfried
11 - Jimmy Moore
12 - Eileen Rump13 - Judy Vacula
14 - Bill Berger
15 - David Hartranft
      - Robin Naftzinger
       -Russell Webber 
       -Kristy Fisher
16 - Roxanne Hoffman                -Craig Moyer
      -Tricia Wagner17 - Stefanie Hoffman
22 -Connie Kirby
      -Joseph Visconti
24 - Wendy Werner
25 - Sarah Hartman
       -Ivan Pryor
27 - Jeffrey Jones, Jr.
28 - Michelle Sterner
29 - Alison Daniels
ANNIVERSARIES
7 - Larry & Leisha Hoffman
   -Dr. Jeff & Barb Marrongelle
10 - David & Lori Reis15 - Ady & Darline Darosh
27 - David & Deb Hartranft
30 - Bill & Barbara Berger
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The Schedule for Holy Week





�


April 1st - 10:00 am Palm Sunday worship and  Easter Cantata “Behold! God’s Holy Lamb”


April 5th - 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday- Meal in the large Sunday School room followed by Tenebrae service in the sanctuary 


April 9th -12 Noon Good Friday Community Service at Saint  John’s


April 8th -10:00 am Easter Sunday worship and celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion.





EASTER PAGEANT SUNDAY APRIL 15TH 10 AM
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