 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.

And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

 On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 22: 37-40

February is one of my favorite months because in my mind it is the last month of winter!   Yes, we might get snow in March, but it won’t last long.  It won’t be around for weeks getting all sooty and crusty.  February is brief, and the daylight hours are growing longer.  Winter is coming to an end.  But I also love February because it contains two celebrations of love--Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season.  


On Valentine’s Day we honor our beloved with a greeting card, candy, dinner or flowers.   But did you know that Valentine’s Day is also about the love of God.  Saint Valentinus loved God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind.  He loved the Lord his God, literally to death.  When the Roman emperor ordered him to worship the Roman gods, Valentinus refused and was imprisoned.  Finally he was executed on February 14, A.D. 270. 


This year, February contains two celebrations of love – Valentine’s Day AND Ash Wednesday (which can sometimes occur in the month of March instead).  Ash Wednesday is about the love of God.  It is about expressing our love and saying we sorry for the failure to love God and neighbor.  It’s never easy to say we are sorry.  In fact, perhaps you remember the 1970 movie “Love Story.”  The tagline of that movie was: “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.”  A romantic idea, but not true.  In every relationship there is the need to say “I’m sorry,”  whether for accidental hurt or for intentional.  If you care about someone, if you are honest, you will have to apologize.  Saying “I’m sorry” means taking responsibility for your actions and choices and for your part in the relationship.  


Ash Wednesday is about our love of God, and about God’s love for us.  God’s love is big enough to love us just as we are, but God’s love is so perfect that God doesn’t want us to stay that way. ( thanks to writer Anne Lamott for that great idea)  Ash Wednesday is about love that listens and forgives and calls us to a better life.  Ash Wednesday is about the love of God that calls us to repent and turn from ways of destruction to the way of life.  


I hope that this month you will know and show love.  Have a happy Valentine’s Day knowing that in Jesus Christ we have become lovable and loving children of God.  Have a holy Ash Wednesday and come to celebrate God’s love.  Come to say, “I’m sorry.”  Join us at Salem United Methodist Church to share in the love of God on Ash Wednesday, February 21.  Live the love.  



In Christ,



Rev. Barbara Kershner

TEAM ORWIGSBURG RETURNS FROM GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 

It is very difficult to describe in words what we witnessed with our eyes and our hearts during our week of volunteering as part of Team Orwigsburg in Gulfport, Mississippi. We will have photos to show, stories to share with you, but we felt an initial 'report' should be in the church newsletter, as so many of you helped send us on our way and we are very grateful for your support. You gave generously in helping to fund the trip and we felt your prayers and love as we traveled the long distance to our destination and then again to return safely home to Orwigsburg. 

We have a special 'Shawl Ministry' report in another section of this newsletter under our Outreach Ministry report, so please review that, as that part of our visit was extraordinary. 

Our 'team' was a combination of the 3 churches in Orwigsburg and consisted of Pastor Tim Patterson (team leader), his wife Carrie and their 15 year old daughter, Anna, Mike Lonergan, Meredith Fay, and Jim Umbenhaur, (construction foreman) from Salem Methodist church; Connie Teter (team cook) and Wayne Lutsey from St. Paul's Lutheran church; and the two of us from St. John's. Some of us knew each other, but most of us became very acquainted as we traveled the long hours in a 15 passenger van, pulling our gear and supplies behind it in a U Haul trailer. 

We have reported previously how we raised funds, but now happily report, that just days before we left, we learned that we exceeded our goal of $10,000 and now have a very nice nest egg to help begin with plans for Team Orwigsburg 2008!!! (we will have a financial report available if any of you care to see it by early February) 

Our arrival was close to 11 PM the evening of Jan. 6, and our 'first greetings' were made by a couple who Pastor Tim had been in phone/email contact with for months, so it was exciting to meet them. We quickly settled into our assigned rooms and the 6 females had a Sunday school room in Gateway United Methodist church and our 4 males were down the hall in a 'roughed out' room in a newer addition to the church. There were other groups there also from at least 4 states, all sharing limited bathroom/shower facilities but somehow it all worked out beautifully. A total of 55 people were staying at Gateway the week we were there. 

Breakfast was a 6:30 AM; short worship service at 7:15; we loaded our van/trailer and headed out for the day. Team Orwigsburg was able to stay and work on one home as a team, and not be divided up, so that was a blessing to each of us and drew us very close during the week. We met our homeowner, Maxine, who continues to live in a FEMA trailer next to her home (200 sq. feet for Maxine and adult son, Tony) and she was so very grateful to us for our help. We are the third team to work on her home and although it may seem strange that it is still not ready for them to move back into, after we began the work, we could easily see why it takes so long. Supplies are basically purchased by the volunteer groups working on the homes, and we were prepared to purchase what we needed at Home Depot and Lowe's, both of which are 'up and running', so the logistics of taking a 'need list' and finding everything was a daily lesson in patience, because the traffic is typical of areas with large populations, not just like dashing around little Orwigsburg!! A 'quick run' could take us 1 1/2 hours!! 

Our team ran electric wiring, insulated, dry walled, spackled inside the home.(reminder that each sheet of dry wall needs 3 coats of spackling/sanding, so the process seems as though it went on forever!!) We finished 3 ceilings. We purchased doors, but ran out of time to install them. Plumbing is yet to be complete and the kitchen cabinets are ready to be hung after the electrical inspector visits sometime this week. We cleaned up debris from the yard and planted a tree and mulched around the front of the house. 

The neighborhood we worked in needs lots of work to rekindle the original spirit of the people who lived there, as many left their destroyed homes and did not return, according to Maxine. We quickly made friends with local children, who seemed to visit daily to see what 'snacks' we carried along for the team. We were also able to give out school supplies and books, donated by you, our PA. friends!! It was a great chance for us to interact with the children and perhaps show them a side of volunteerism that they might not be too familiar with in their young lives. They enriched us on a daily basis. 

We had some set backs during our renovations but all-in-all, we feel that our mission trip was 100% successful and we are prayerful that Maxine and Tony will let us know shortly that they are warm and dry in their 'new' home. We were even able to help celebrate Maxine's birthday with her and she helped us plant the red maple tree that we purchased for her yard, because during Hurricane Katrina, she lost 5 trees, so the small property was barren. Her home sits on cinder blocks, so were also put up lattice work around the perimeter of the house, and mulched an area in front, so the 'curbside appeal' is now greatly improved. She told us that when she pulled in to the area one night after work, she just could not believe her eyes!! 

Each evening, after a hard day's work, we met after supper to debrief from our day's work, and Pastor Tim asked each one of us to share how we experienced Christ that day. The emotion filled the room, as we each shared our experiences and more fully understood what Jesus asks us to do as we walk in His footsteps. 

I believe you can each be proud of us, as we carried you with us each step of the way. Many thanks from the St. John's part of Team Orwigsburg, 

Ellie Siegfried and Susan McCartney

Congregational newsletter

Jan/Feb 2007

Outreach

Needed: a willing webmaster who can oversee the care and maintenance of the St. John’s UCC website (Stjohnorwigsburg.org). Would need to contact various congregational groups for updates and get material to be posted to our web maintenance crew: Stephen

and Toni Rice (who do a great job!).  Call Kay at 366-1333 for more information.  This job could be done by juniors or seniors or anyone else in the middle.

Health Ministry

You can make a difference

Older adults face major obstacles in gaining access to local, state, and national benefits. There are over 1,400 federal, state and local benefit programs. The value of uncollected benefits in Schuylkill County is estimated to be almost $10.25 million. This is money that could be used to help our elders stay in their homes and increase their standard of living.

If you are 55+ years old you can become a volunteer with RSVP to help members of your faith group and/or community to receive the benefits for which they are eligible.

Contact  RSVP BenefitsCheckUp Coordinator, Lucretia Back at  570-622-3103, for more information.

Blood Bank

St. John’s will be hosting an American Red Cross Blood Bank on Monday, February 26 from 1 to 5 in the Fellowship Hall.  Please donate.  If you would like to make an appointment to save time, call Kay at 366-1333.

Lent
This Lent the theme for the Lancaster Seminary Bible Study program will be “Finding Wisdom in the Book of Job.”  We will meet at the church conference room on Thursday evenings at 7 pm form February 15 to April 12.  This a wonderful way to center on Bible study as part of your preparation for Easter.  It is not necessary to make every meeting.  Please call Kay Jones for more information (366-1333).

Shawl Ministry

If you have any talent or interest in knitting or crocheting, please join the St. John’s Shawl Ministry group for fellowship and to give a part of yourself to others who really appreciate your work.  Free knitting lessons and a knitting group are available.  Call Kay, 366-1333, for more information.
St. John’s U.C.C., Orwigsburg, PA
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The Give and Take of Love





Rev. Barbara A. Kershner

Love is patient; love is kind;  Love does not insist on its own way;

 it is not irritable or resentful; 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,

 endures all things.

  Love never ends.  (1st Corinthians 13)

These beautiful words from St. Paul are often read at weddings.  Folks seem to hear them as a recipe for happy marriage. Follow these simple steps, be patient, be kind, don’t be rude.  Do this  and the result will be never ending love.  

A friend of mine who is also a minister recently officiated at a wedding.  

In the months preceding the big day, he had counseled with the young couple 

and he was impressed with their enthusiasm and sincerity.  The evening before the wedding he supervised the rehearsal, 
trying to keep 7 flighty bridesmaids  and a

 screaming flower girl from creating utter chaos.  Finally, he presided at the wedding and offered a brief but personalized homily.   He attended the reception and gave a blessing over the meal and a prayer for the newlyweds. After a few weeks had passed he received the following thank-you note. 




 
Dear Pastor: We want to thank you for performing our marriage ceremony. 

    It was beautiful the way you brought our happy relationship to its end.  

Love does sometimes end though that is not what the couple had intended to say. 

Love does sometimes fail which is how that phrase is also translated.  And love always changes, matures, goes through phases,  waxes and wanes.  Over time love grows deeper or more distant.  A wise man once said: Love is blind, but marriage is an eye-opener.

But St. Paul was not talking about marriage when he wrote these words. It is necessary to hear his words about love in the context of the entire letter.  I Corinthians 13 falls smack in the middle of a larger section on Spiritual gifts.  

We heard the first part of that passage last week. 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”  

The Spirit gives gifts to these individual members 

that are to be used for the good of the whole body. 

“Strive for the greater gifts and I will show you a still more excellent way.”

In chapter 13, St. Paul talks about the gift of love.  
We may hear his words as a prescription and try to live up to them 
 in order to have lasting relationships 

but we may also hear them as a description of the only perfect love there is-- God’s love for us. 

Patient.  Kind.  Hopeful.  Enduring.  This describes what God’s love is like.

In fact, since God is love, this is what God looks like. God is patient; God is kind; God is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
God does not insist on God’s own way; God is not irritable or resentful;  God does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  God bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  God is eternal.  God’s Love never ends. This Love is the greatest gift of all, without it we are nothing.  And God is waiting, longing to give us this gift because that’s what lovers do.  Lovers give gifts. 

Anyone who loves gives gifts. for birthdays, holidays, anniversaries, 


Valentine’s Day, and just for the sheer pleasure of giving a gift and seeing the response of the recipient.   When the wrapping is taken off, when the package is opened, when the flowers go into the vase or the ring on the finger,  the gift is complete.  It has been received.  The give and take of love is satisfying.  

But have you ever given a gift and had it refused?   Or left unopened?  
Have you ever given a gift and months later found it on display at the summer garage sale?  A gift is meant to be received, accepted, used.  Love is the ability not only to give but to receive. We learn this when we are babies,  receiving the love of our parents and caretakers.  
As babies we are given that love simply because we are, we exist.  We don’t work for love.   Babies are on the receiving end of love, and

that’s how they learn to give love. 

But often life takes away our ability to receive love.  As we take our hits in life, as we make bigger and more expensive mistakes,  as the damage we receive and inflict accumulates  and leaves a messy trail, as our own gift of love is rejected,

we come to believe that we are unlovable. But I am here today to remind you, or maybe tell you for the first time.  God loves you. 

 God’s love for you is not based on what you do or what you did or what you failed to do.  God is love and God loves you. And God loves this messy world.  

In fact God so loved the world that he gave something of great value  because that is what lovers do.  They give.  God so loved the world that he gave his only Son

that whoever believes in him should not be destroyed but instead have eternal life

to enjoy God’s unending and undeserved love.  

There once was a man named George Thomas.  He was a pastor in a small town in western Pennsylvania.  
One Sunday morning he came to the church carrying a rusty, bent, old bird cage, and he set it by the pulpit.  His action raised quite a few eyebrows.  Then Pastor Thomas began to speak.

“I was walking through town yesterday when I saw a young boy coming

towards me swinging this bird cage.  On the bottom of the cage were three little sparrows,  shivering with cold and fright. 

I asked the boy, what do you have there, son?” 

“Just some old birds.” came the reply. 

 “What are you goning do with them?”  I asked.

“Take ‘em home and have fun with ‘em.  I’m gonna tease ‘em and pull out their feathers to make ‘em fight.  I’m gonna have a real good time.”

“But you’ll get tired of those birds sooner or later. What will you do then?”

“Oh, I got some cats in the barn.  They like birds.  I’ll take ‘em to the cats.”  

The pastor was silent for a moment.  “How much do you want for those birds, son?”

“Huh??  Why, you don’t want them birds, mister.  They’re just plain old field birds.  They don’t sing.  They ain’t even pretty.”

“How much?”  The pastor asked again. 

 
The boy sized up the pastor as if he were crazy and said, “$10?”

The pastor reached in his pocket and took out ten dollar bill and gave it to the boy.  

In a flash, the boy was gone.  The pastor picked up the cage and gently carried it to the end of the street where there was a tree and a grassy spot.  Setting the cage down, he opened the door and set the birds free.

Well, that explained the empty bird cage on the pulpit,  but the pastor wasn’t finished.  He began to tell this story.

One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation.

Satan was arrogantly boasting.

“Yes, sir, I just caught the world full of people.  Set me a trap, used bait I knew they couldn’t resist–power, money, beauty, alcohol, gambling, lust, all the pleasure and power their little hearts desire.  Got all them folks hooked on something.”

Jesus asked: “What are you going to do with them?”

“Oh, I’m gonna have fun.  I’m gonna teach them how to abuse their bodies, 

how to hate and abuse each other, too.  I’m gonna teach them how to invent guns and bombs and kill each other.  OO-Hoo I’m really gonna have fun.”

“And what will you do when you get done with them?”  Jesus asked.

“Oh, I’ll kill’em.”  Satan glared proudly.

“How much do you want for them?”  Jesus asked.

“Huh??  You don’t want those people.  They ain’t no good.  Why, you’ll take them and they’ll just hate you.  They’ll spit on you, curse you and kill you.  If you’re lucky, they’ll just ignore you and go about their own business.  You don’t want those people.”

How much?”  Jesus asked again.

Satan looked at Jesus and sneered.

“All your blood, sweat and tears.  All your life.”

Jesus said, “It’s done.”  Then in love he paid the price.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,

 endures all things.

  Love never ends. 

 We are loved,     not because we deserve it,

 not because we earned it,     but because God is love, 

God gives love.  Believe it.   Receive it.   

Only then can we give it.

YOUTH NEWS: (Orwigsburg Community Youth)

St John's will sponsor activities in February.  

These  will be cookie baking and pizza at the St John's fellowship center from 12:00 to 2:00 on Sat Feb 10, followed by bingo at the Orwigsburg Manor from 2 to 3. 

Laser tag at Roller Roost II on Sun Feb 25, 1pm to 3pm.  Cost is $9.00 per person; includes roller skating and two games of laser tag.  Additional games are $4. Meet at 12:30 at the St John's parking lot.

OUTREACH MINISTRY:

This year Outreach will inform you of the dates for our mission collections for the entire year, and then continue to remind you when the time for each collection approaches.

Tool & Blanket was collected on January 14, 2007 thank you for you generosity. We collected $385.00.

Lenten Collection will go to OCWM- this is Our Church’s Wider Mission- it is the name used to describe the general collections and work of the UCC through out our conferences, national and local. The Lenten mid-week collections (and 1st Sunday food drives-all year) will go to the Pantry to help us feed our neighbors.

One Great Hour of Sharing will be collected on March 18, 2007. The UCC is able to respond quickly to disasters because of this fund.

Phoebe-Devitt-will be collected on Mother’s Day as always-this year it is May 13, 2007. It will go to Phoebe for all their programs.

Strengthen the Church will be on June 10.2007. This is to strengthen new congregations & fund leadership in these congregations. It also help Youth projects.

Neighbors in Need will be on October.14, 2007-This fund helps to assist with emergencies and issues of justice in the world.

All Saints (half of the Advent collection) and the Christmas Fund (half of the Advent collection) are to help retired pastors with healthcare, pension assistance and emergency relief to clergy families. One is local and the other is national.

Bethany will still come from your Boyers tag use. Please present the tag every time you shop. More tags can be found on the coffee hour table in the large Sunday School room.

Outreach welcomes back Susan McCartney & Ellie Siegfried, our St. John's members - (2 of 10 volunteers making up "Team Orwigsburg") and thanks them for representing us and all their hard work in Mississippi......See their report listed in this newsletter. They will have lots of photos to share with us soon. 

