OUTREACH

A huge thank you to Eugene Hess for all the work he has done on the newsletter. Gene has "retired" as editor and the newsletter is looking for someone to join our team. If you know someone who understands computers please contact Susan McCartney. 943-2103. The newsletter is a vital part of St. John's communication with members, so please give this prayerful consideration. 

"God is still speaking" and the UCC is advertising on television. Contact Edna @ 366-3867 to learn more about this wonderful opportunity to expand your knowledge of the UCC program.

Please consider using a small 'key' to help support Bethany Children's Home each time you shop at Boyer's Markets. A small percent of your total bill will be forwarded to St. John's for this wonderful cause. 'Keys' can be found at the coffee table in the large Sunday School room. 

The Health Committee will have the Visiting Nurses Association giving flu shots again this October 21, 2004 in the large Sunday school room. Protect yourself from the flu this winter. Please bring your Medicare card.  Some insurances are accepted or the charge is $15.00.

Watch for a quarterly newsletter from the Health Committee, and the church newsletter coming to the Web site soon! Web site is: www.stjohnorwigsburg.org

Other Outreach future events:

1. Children’s Health Fair, September 11 during Heritage Days activities. 

2. Books for Baht to begin September 26th.

3. Jest for Health in February 2005

4. Bring and Buy Sale in April 2005 to benefit Lancaster Theology Seminary. Look around your house now for items you could donate to an upscale yard sale at St John’s Church. We will be asking for your donations in the future.

GUILD NEWS 

 Orwigsburg Heritage Days - Saturday - September 11th

Guild members met Tuesday, Aug. 24th to make pie shells. 
The following Monday, August 30th at 8 am we will make the dumpling 
dough, and on Thursday/Friday September 9-10 we will be baking the pies 
and dumplings. Please mark these dates on your calendar and plan to be 
part of St. John's "Apple Fest." We will greatly appreciate donations of homemade soup to be sold at the Apple Fest. Guild will provide jars to you - please see Peg Berger. 

The Guild was pleased to sponsor 2 Sunday School children for their camping experience at Mensch Mill this summer. Samantha Deibert and Jacquelynne Letcher attended and reported that they had a wonderful time. 

Guild also sponsors children in Thailand and feels blessed that we are able to do mission work both home and abroad.

Next Guild meeting is Tuesday, September 14th at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.


ST. JOHN'S UCC APPLE FEST - Saturday, September 11, 2004
9 am - 1 p.m. - We will be selling home-made apple pies, apple dumplings, 
various breads, home-made soups, pork BBQs, hot dogs and beverages.
11am - 1 p.m. - Serving homemade schnitz and knepp dinners.
1-2 p.m. - Drawing for homemade quilt and other items will be held
Come and enjoy Orwigsburg Heritage Days! 


FROM THE PASTOR


“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  2 Tim. 3: 16-17 

It’s September and time to go back to school. And I am also back to school as a middle-aged student! I have been accepted in the Doctor of Ministry program at United Theological Seminary. Indeed, by the time you receive this newsletter, I will have completed my first “intensive.” I choose United Seminary in Dayton, Ohio for 3 reasons. First, the seminary is offering a brand new program on Biblical Storytelling: Spirituality Formation for Congregational Ministry and Outreach in Digital Culture. Long title! But an exciting opportunity to study under Dr. Tom Boomershine and Dennis Dewey of the Network of Biblical Storytellers. Second, the Doctor of Ministry program at United Seminary is congregation-based. The seminary emphasizes that this degree: “... is not an individual activity designed solely for the enrichment of the pastor.” At United, the Doctoral program is a form of Action Research in which I will work with a team from this congregation to develop skills and programs that will make our ministry at St. John’s more effective. As your pastor I am called to “equip the saints.” That’s you! I want us to be as excited and as equipped as we can be because we have a message of hope and life for a world that is filled with fear. The third reason I chose United Theological Seminary is that the program uses a distance education model. I will spend one week in August and January on campus. The program is scheduled to be completed by December 2006.

 
I look forward in the months ahead to our mutual growth in hearing, understanding and doing the word of God and in proclaiming the message of Christ.

Peace,



Rev. Barbara Kershner

PRESIDENT'S NOTES

Dear Members:

Have you ever wondered why our church does things a certain way?  I had been attending St. John’s for approximately 15 years and it wasn’t until I accepted an invitation to serve on Consistory that I really started to understand the complete workings of our church.  It was easy for me to be a “caterpillar”, to be able to crawl in and out of a pew each week, not get involved in any way, and criticize or complain occasionally.  However, after saying “No, I don’t have time” to a few invitations to serve my church, I somehow felt compelled (call it the Holy Spirit at work) to accept an invitation to become involved.  I didn’t feel qualified and certainly didn’t understand how things worked, but I figured I’d give it a try (call it faith).  

With that in mind, please know that your church needs you!  Your team needs players to step up!  We have a need for a newsletter editor and teachers for our Sunday School. Gene Hess, Wendy Wheeler, and especially, Mardelle Deibert (52 years, wow!) have served us so faithfully for so long in these capacities but, regretfully, have decided to step aside.  We thank you all for your loyalty and dedication to St. John’s.  In addition, as indicated by the letter Stewardship has sent out, our giving is running way behind budget.  And all of our ministries (teams) surely need more members (players). So come on, you pillars of the church.  Talk to members who are sitting on the sidelines.  Continue to extend invitations for contributions of time, talent, or treasure.  Let’s try to convert some of those “caterpillars” into “pillars” and continue to improve the overall ministry of St. John’s UCC of Orwigsburg. 

Tom Kramer

President

St. John's Consistory

HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 

Children's Health Fair
St. John's Health ministry will sponsor a Children's Health Fair at Heritage Days this year. Stop by on 9/11 and have some fun and get some valuable information. 

Strengthening Families
This fall a program will be offered by several of the Orwigsburg churches aimed at helping families with young adolescents learn healthy communication and decision making skills in a fun atmosphere. The program, Strengthening Families, will begin in October. For more information please call Kay Jones at 366.1333.

Flu Shots
St. John's will be offering flu shots again this year through the Visiting Nurses Association on October 21 from 2 to 5. Please take advantage of this important preventive measure.

Abundant Life
Abundant Life program will resume on September 19. This health awareness and support group meets at 11:30 to noon. All are welcome.

Health Ministry Sunday
On Sunday, September 29, we will celebrate Health Ministry Sunday. We are asking that all health workers be present that Sunday to receive a special recognition and blessing.

                                            ******************************

Our own Laura Kauffman will be 95 years young on September 15, 2004. If you would like to send her a card, her address is:

c/o Country Meadows 

1800 Tulpehocken Road

Wyomissing, Pa. 19610

News from Rev. David Seymour

Marilyn has had quite a year beginning with cancer surgery, followed by 12 weeks of chemotherapy, and then having 6 1/2 weeks of daily radiation treatments. But she underwent her final radiation treatment today. 

This should mark the end of this adventure with cancer. The long-term prognosis for her is excellent. Thank you all for your concern, prayers, support, and acts of kindness.

David

PROPERTY MINISTRY NOTES 

Repairs to the center from water damage are nearing completion.  The 2nd and 3rd floors are completed; the 1st floor meeting rooms are currently being worked on.

A fall cleanup is being planned for one Saturday in September or October.  The date will be announced in the church bulletin.  

Unknown persons recently damaged the railing on the handicapped entrance. Orwigsburg police are investigating the incident. Ebinger Iron Works submitted a repair estimate, which will be given to the church insurance company.

A sub-committee is getting price estimates to repair or replace all doors at the church.  Minor repairs have also been done at the parsonage.

Tony Rice, Mike Nye, John Foster

MUSIC AND WORSHIP

Children’s Chime Choir – Children who have participated in our summer Choir Chime program are: Alex, Alexis, Brooke, Jacquelynne, Kelsey, Rachel, Ryan, and Zachary. After just 3 or 4 rehearsals a group of these children provided both prelude music and a musical benediction for the 10:00 worship service on August 8. We have had fun learning to play, and plan to schedule rehearsal times for this fall. The children are learning a new piece of music and look forward to playing again soon. Other children are encouraged to join this fall – we would love to have you!

A note of thanks – to Susan McCartney and Ruthann Moyer for using the money from their mother’s memorial fund to purchase music and notebooks so we could begin the children’s chime choir program.

Chancel Choir – It’s the end of summer and time to get going again! Rehearsals will resume on Wednesday evening, September 8. In addition to music for the Christmas Eve service this year, we will also present a cantata on Sunday, December 5. Judy Miller will be directing the choir music for both services – and we would like to give a special invitation to our “seasonal choir members” and other friends of the choir to attend rehearsals and join in the fun, swelling the sound of choir voices for these special programs.

Tower Chimes – Just a quick update on the repair of the Tower Chimes. First of all, another Thank You to those who donated funds so we can once again enjoy chimes ringing each Sunday morning! Bill Pugh, the repairman, had planned to come before the end of the summer but recently had back surgery. And so he has postponed his visit to St. John’s until September.

PARISH LIFE

Heritage Day is September 11 and the Allied Artists of Schuylkill County will be exhibiting their works in the large Sunday school room next to the sanctuary. We invited this group last year, but due to inclement weather, the public attendance was sparse. 

We are planning some fund raising projects beginning now for the 175th Anniversary Celebration in 2006. Everyone is invited and encouraged to join this planning group as there is much to do in preparation for this time in our church history. 

Here are a few things we are planning for the remainder of 2004 and into 2005:

· Collectible wooden church block (Illusion) with history and mission statement on back

· 2006 calendar featuring St. John's stained glass windows, scenes and monthly events of the church, Bible verses and events of the Anniversary Celebration.

· Quilt patches to be sold for $10.00 each. Purchasers will stitch family remembrances on each and return the patches so that they may be joined into one large quilt to be displayed in the large Sunday school room.

· Christmas ornament of The Garden stained glass window.

· Plate with St. John's Anniversary date on it.

· A videotape will be made of Anniversary festivities.

We will also be displaying St. John's history in a 'time line', and are presently looking for photos showing history of our members and events from any year that has been captured in print. These photos will be copied and returned to you. Please see Sue Hartman, Marie Deibert or Darline Darosh.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday September 12th.

Sunday school registration will be rolling out in a tasty & fun way!  Things will get started as the Youth will serve up the delicious breakfast!  After breakfast we have planned special musical entertainment.  Please plan to join us in the Fellowship Center at 9:00 on September 12th.  We’ll be completing Sunday School enrollment applications at this time. Mark your calendars & plan to attend!  Sunday school will resume the following Sunday, the 19th of September.

Sunday School Teachers

Your Church is in need of Sunday school teachers.  We are looking for people who can give 3 month or 9 month commitments (although we’ll accept any time & talent you have to offer).  Don’t be shy if it’s something you’ve never done before, a teaching workshop is being planned & we won’t put you in a classroom by yourself.  If this is something you feel "called to", please contact Jamie Barton.

Purpose Driven Life

This fall, a Sunday evening adult study group will read and discuss the very popular book, The Purpose Driven Life. The group will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 7-8:30 p.m. Please call the church office (366-2255) and register your name with Eva if you are interested. 

SEPTEMBER ASSIGNMENTS

Altar Guild: Beverly Onuskanich

Head Usher: Paulette Peters

Acolytes:                         September   5     Keith Wagner

                                                          12     Kelsey Thompson

                   19 & 26 Carter Jones

Nursery Attendants:        September   5     Betty Dunkel

12 Linda Rice

                                                           19 & 26   Wendi Wheeler

Altar Flowers:                September     5     Geri Lundbye

12 Marion Wagner

19 Wendi Wheeler

26 Isabel Rhoads

Christopher Johnson, grandson of Bill and Madeline Sowers and son of Mike and Priscilla (Sowers) Johnson, graduated from Princeton University on June 1st with highest honors. He has accepted a position in Washington D.C. in research and law and finance. 

Birth announcements:
June 18th birth of Vivian Hope Conner. Parents are Vicki and Chris Conner, maternal grandparents Kay & John Jones.

Emily Paige Mickalonis, born to Gail (Peters) & Scott Mickalonis on July 4th . Maternal Grandparents are Paulette & Bob Peters.


Baptisms at St. John's
Sunday July 11th - Cadence Elizabeth Boras, born Jan. 16, 2004, parents are Jamie (Fridirici) and Len Boras. Maternal grandparents are Jim & Karen Fridiriic.
Sunday July 18th Emma Kathryn Zvorsky, born Sept. 12, 2003, parents are David Zvorsky and Jennifer Nixon.



Sympathy Prayers
The prayers of the church are with the family and friends of Christine Drumheller, long-time member of St. John’s and resident of the Orwigsburg Manor who passed away on Thursday, August 5th. 


We also extend prayers to the family and friends of George Dillman. Pastor Barbara conducted his funeral services on August 27, 2004. 


